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Library Guide 
Painted Worlds: Color and Culture in Mesoamerican Art 

 

 
(Detail) Codex Laud (Codex Mictlan), Mexican 

 Pre-Hispanic, possibly 15th century 

Resource List | 2025 
 

Color was an important aspect of Mesoamerican Art. Indigenous artists created objects painted with rich 

colors that represented their culture’s view of place, time, and the cosmos. Created in conjunction with the 

exhibition, Painted Worlds: Color and Culture in Mesoamerican Art, this bibliography includes many different 

topics related to Mesoamerican art. We have included information about the exhibition, books on 

Mesoamerican codices, titles on the art and history of Mesoamerican cultures, and expanded to include the 

history of color worldwide. Links on the list that include an * are part of the library’s subscription 

databases are only accessible within the museum or after logging in. 

 

If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library (telephone 

816-751-1216). Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at https://nelson-

atkins.org/library/ 

 
Selected by:  
Roberta Wagener | Senior Specialist, Access Services  
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Painted Worlds Exhibition 
Magaloni, Diana, Davide Domenici and Alyce 
de Carteret. We Live in Painting: The Nature of 
Color in Mesoamerican Art. Los Angeles: Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art; New York: 
DelMonico Books, 2024. 
Call No: F1434.2 .A7 M34 2024 
 
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. “Painted 
Worlds: Color and Culture in Mesoamerican 
Art,” November 1, 2025–February 8, 2026. 
Accessed May 29, 2025. https://nelson-
atkins.org/art/exhibitions/painted-worlds-
color-and-culture-in-mesoamerican-art/ 
 
Florentine Codex and Codex Laud 
The World of the Aztecs in the Florentine Codex. 
Florence: Mandragora, 2007. 
Call No: F1219.73 .W67 2007 
 
Digital Florentine Codex: Encyclopedia of 16th-
Century Indigenous Mexico. Los Angeles: J. Paul 
Getty Trust, 2023. Accessed February 12, 2025.  
https://florentinecodex.getty.edu/ 

Peterson, Jeanette Favrot and Kevin Terraciano, 
eds. The Florentine Codex: An Encyclopedia of the 
Nahua World in Sixteenth-Century Mexico. Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 2019. 
Call No: F1219.56 .C7552 F56 2019 
 
Sahagún, Bernardino De, Creator. General 
History of the Things of New Spain by Fray 
Bernardino de Sahagún: The Florentine Codex. [Place 
of Publication Not Identified: Publisher Not 
Identified, 1577] Pdf. 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2021667837/. 

 
Codex Laud (MS Laud Misc. 678): Bodleian 
Library, Oxford, facsimile. Graz: Akademische 
Druck- u. Verlagsanstalt (ADEVA), 1966. 
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/objects/7f3d2
646-088e-4686-87a6-2c2cf20f413e/ 
Call No: Special F1219 .C63 1966 
 
Mesoamerican Codices, General 
Boone, Elizabeth Hill. Cycles of Time and Meaning 
in the Mexican Books of Fate. Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 2007. 
Call No: F1219.76 .R45 B66 2007 

Boone, Elizabeth Hill. Descendents of Aztec 
Pictography: The Cultural Encyclopedias of Sixteenth-
Century Mexico. Austin: University of Texas 
Press, 2020. 
Call No: F1218.6 .B66 2020 
 
Brotherson, Gordon. Painted Books from Mexico: 
Codices in UK Collections and the World they 
Represent. London: Published for the Trustees of 
the British Museum by British Museum Press, 
1995. 
Call No: F1219.5 .B76 1995 
 
Jansen, Maarten E.R.G.N., Perez Jimenez, 
Gabina Aurora. Codex Bodley: A Painted Chronicle 
from the Mixtec Highlands, Mexico. Oxford: 
Bodleian Library, 2005. 
Call No: F1219.54 .M59 J36 2005 
 
Liebsohn, Dana. Script and Glyph: Pre-Hispanic 
History, Colonial Bookmaking and the Historia 
Tolteca-Chichimeca. Washington: Dumbarton 
Oaks Research Library and Collection, 2009. 
Call No: F1434.2 .A7 S78 no. 36 
 
*Orellana, Margarita de, Miguel León-Portilla, 
Michelle Suderman, David Stuart, Elizabeth Hill 
Boone, Johannes Neurath, Clara Marin, et al. 
“Pre-Hispanic Codices.” Artes de México, no. 109 
(2013): 75–96. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/24319038. 
 
Nutall, Zelia. The Codex Nutall: A Picture 
Manuscript from Ancient Mexico: The Peabody 
Museum Facsimile. New York: Dover 
Publications, 1975. 
Call No: F1219 .C7 1975 
 
Paxton, Merideth. The Cosmos of the Yucatec Maya: 
Cycles and Steps from the Madrid Codex. 
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 
2001. 
Call No: F1435.3 C14 P388 2001 
 
Visiting artist Porfirio Gutierrez 
“Home Page”, Porfirio Gutierrez, Accessed 
April 4. 2025.  
https://www.porfiriogutierrez.com/ 
 
 

https://nelson-atkins.org/art/exhibitions/painted-worlds-color-and-culture-in-mesoamerican-art/
https://nelson-atkins.org/art/exhibitions/painted-worlds-color-and-culture-in-mesoamerican-art/
https://nelson-atkins.org/art/exhibitions/painted-worlds-color-and-culture-in-mesoamerican-art/
https://florentinecodex.getty.edu/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2021667837/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/24319038
https://www.porfiriogutierrez.com/
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Stukin, Stacie. “Porfirio Gutierrez Brings his 
Reinterpreted Traditional Weaving Techniques 
Home,”Art News, February 9, 2024. Accessed 
February 12, 2025. 
https://www.artnews.com/art-
news/artists/porfirio-gutierrez-para-a-mexico-
exhibition-1234695642/ 
 
Mesoamerican Art and Cultures 
Butterwick, Kristi. Heritage of Power: Ancient 
Sculpture from West Mexico: The Andrall E. Pearson 
Family Collection. New York: The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art; New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 2004. 
Call No: F1219.3 .S38 B88 2004 
 
Breuer, David, et al. Aztecs.  
London: Royal Academy of Arts, 2002. 
Call No: F1219.73 .A98 2002 
 
Chinchilla Mazariegos, Oswaldo Fernando, et al. 
Lives of the Gods: Divinity in Maya Art. New York: 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2022. 
Call No: F1435.3 .A7 L58 2022 
 
Coe, Michael D. The Olmec World: Ritual and 
Rulership. Princeton: Princeton University, 1995. 
Call No: F1219.8 .O56 O563 1995 
 
Diehl, Richard A. The Olmecs: America’s First 
Civilization. New York: Thames and Hudson, 
2004. 
Call No: F1219.8 .O56 D54 2004 
 
Fields, Viriginia, et al. Children of the Plumed 
Serpent: The Legacy of Quetzalcoatl in Ancient Mexico. 
London: Scala Publishers; Los Angeles: Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art, 2012. 
Call No: F1219.3 .A7 F54 2012 
 
Fields, Viriginia M. and Dorie Reeents-Budet. 
Lords of Creation: The Origins of Sacred Maya 
Kingship. London: Scala Publishers, Ltd. in 
association with the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art, 2005. 
Call No: F1435.3 .K57 F54 2005 
 
Houston, Stephen. A Maya Universe in Stone.  
Los Angeles: Getty Research Institute, 2021. 
Call No: F1435.3 .S34 M37 2021 
 

Jansen, Maarten E.R.G.N and Gabina Aurora 
Perez Jimenez. Encounter with the Plumed Serpent: 
Drama and Power in the Heart of Mesoamerica. 
Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2007. 
Call No: F1219.54 .M59 J36 2007 
 
Kan, Michael. Sculpture of Ancient West Mexico: 
Nayarit, Jalisco, Colima. Los Angeles: Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art; Albuquerque: in 
association with University of New Mexico 
Press, 1989. 
Call No: F1219.3 .A7 L6 1989 
 
Martin, Simon and Nikolai Grube. Chronicle of the 
Maya Kings and Queens: Deciphering the Dynasties of 
the Ancient Maya. London: Thames and Hudson, 
2008. 
Call No: F1435.3 .K57 M37 2008 
 
McEwan, Colin and Leonardo López Lújan. 
Moctezuma: Aztec Ruler. London: British 
Museum, 2009. 
Cal No: F1219.73 .M63 2009 
 
Miller, Mary Ellen. Maya Art and Architecture. 
London, New York: Thames and Hudson, 
1999. 
Call No: F1435.5 .A7 M55 1999 
 
Miller, Mary and Claudia Brittenham. The 
Spectacle of the Late Maya Court: Reflections on the 
Murals of Bonampak. Austin: University of Texas 
Press, 2013. 
Call No: F1435.1 .B6 M55 2013 
 
Reents-Budet, Dorie. Painting the Maya Universe: 
Royal Ceramics of the Classic Period. Durham: Duke 
University Press in association with Duke 
Museum of Art, 1994. 
Call No: F1435.3 .P8 R44 1994 
 
Robb, Matthew H., ed. Teotihuacan: City of Water, 
City of Fire. San Francisco: Fine Arts Museums 
of San Francisco, de Young, 2017. 
Call No: F1219.1 .T27 T468 2017 
 
Robicsek, Francis. The Maya Book of the Dead: The 
Ceramic Codex: The Corpus of Codex Style Ceramics 
of the Late Classic Period.  Charlottesville: 
University of Virginia Art Museum, 1981. 
Call No: F1435 .M3 R65 

https://www.artnews.com/art-news/artists/porfirio-gutierrez-para-a-mexico-exhibition-1234695642/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/artists/porfirio-gutierrez-para-a-mexico-exhibition-1234695642/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/artists/porfirio-gutierrez-para-a-mexico-exhibition-1234695642/
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Solis, Felipe. The Aztec Empire. New York: 
Guggenheim Museum Publications, 2004. 
Call No: F1219.76 .A78 A78 2004 
 
Stierlin, Henri. The Maya: Palaces and Pyramids of 
the Rainforest. Köln, New York: Taschen, 2004. 
Call No: F1435.3 .A6 S75 2004 
 
Solís Olguín, Felipe R. Teotihuacan: Cité des Dieux. 
Paris: Musée du Quai Branly, 2009. Spencer Art 
Reference Library Call No. F1219.1.T27 T46 
2009 
 
*Townsend, Richard F. , ed. Ancient West Mexico: 
Art and Archaeology of the Unknown Past. New 
York: Thames and Hudson; Chicago: Art 
Institute of Chicago, 1998. Available online: 
https://libraryonesearch.nelson-
atkins.org/permalink/01LINDAHALL_NAM/
1c2oaog/alma999374000805962 
 
Townsend, Richard F. The Aztecs.  
London, New York: Thames & Hudson, 2009. 
Call No: F1219.73 .T68 2009 
 
Villela, Khristaan D.,  Mary Ellen Miller.  
The Aztec Calendar Stone. Los Angeles: Getty 
Research Institute, 2010. 
Call No: F1219.76 .C35 A98 2010 
 
Mesoamerican Art and History, General 
Carrasco, David. The Oxford Encyclopedia of 
Mesoamerican Cultures: The Civilizations of Mexico 
and Central America. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2001. 3 volumes 
Call No: Reading Room F1218.6 .O95 2000 
 
Coe, Michael D. The Jaguar’s Children: Pre-Classic 
Central Mexico. New York: Museum of Primitive 
Art, 1965. 
Call No: F1219.3 .A7 C56 
 
Coe, Michael D. Breaking the Maya Code. 
 New York: Thames & Hudson, 2012. 3rd ed.  
Call No: F1435.3 .W75 C6 2012 
 
Favoro, Adriano. The World that Wasn’t There: 
Pre-Columbian Art from the Ligabue Collection. 
Milano: 5 Continents, 2015. 
Call No: E59 .A7 M5913 2015 
 

Hamman, Byron E. The Invention of the Colonial 
Americas: Data, Architecture, and the Archive of the 
Indies, 1781–1844. Los Angeles: Getty Research 
Institute, 2022. 
 
*Hamann, Byron Ellsworth. “The Mirrors of 
Las Meninas: Cochineal, Silver, and Clay.” The 
Art Bulletin 92, no. 1/2 (2010): 6–35. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27801653. 
 
Hessler, John W. Collecting for a New World: 
Treasures of the Early Americas. Washington: 
Library of Congress in association with D Giles 
Limited, 2019. 
Call No: E61 .H57 2019 
 
Katzew, Ilona. Contested Visions in the Spanish 
Colonial World.  Los Angeles: Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art, 2011. 
Call No: N6502.2 .K38 2011 
 
Kelker, Nancy L., Karen Olsen Bruhns. Faking 
Ancient Mesoamerica. Walnut Creek: Left Coast 
Press, 2010. 
Call No: F1219.3 .A7 K45 2010 
 
King, J.C.H., Max Carocci, Caroline Cartwright, 
Colin McEwan and Rebecca Stacey. Turquoise in 
Mexico and North America. London: Archetype 
Publications, in association with The British 
Museum, 2012. 
Call No: NK7690 .T87 T8 2012 
 
McEwan, Colin, Andrew Middleton, Caroline 
Cartwright, and Rebecca Stacey. Turquoise 
Mosaics from Mexico. Durham: Duke University 
Press, 2006. 
Call No: F1219.3 .A7 T87 2006 
 
Miller, Mary Ellen. The Art of Mesoamerica: From 
Olmec to Aztec. London: Thames & Hudson, 
2012. 
Call No: F1434.2 .A7 M5 2012  
 
Mundy, Barbara E. The Death of Aztec 
Tenochtitlan, The Life of Mexico City. Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 2015. 
Call No: F1386.3 .M86 2015 
 

https://libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org/permalink/01LINDAHALL_NAM/1c2oaog/alma999374000805962
https://libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org/permalink/01LINDAHALL_NAM/1c2oaog/alma999374000805962
https://libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org/permalink/01LINDAHALL_NAM/1c2oaog/alma999374000805962
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27801653
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Nicholson, Elizabeth S.G. Divine and Human: 
Women in Ancient Mexico and Peru. Washington: 
National Museum of Women in the Arts, 2006. 
Call No: F1219.3 .W6 D58 2006 
 
Pillsbury, Joanne, Timothy Potts, and Kim N. 
Richter. Golden Kingdoms: Luxury Arts in the 
Ancient Americas. Los Angeles: The J. Paul Getty 
Museum and The Getty Research Institute, 
2017. 
Call No: E59 .A7 G65 2017 
 
Russell, Phillip L. The History of Mexico: From Pre-
Conquest to Present. New York: Routledge, 2010. 
Call No: F1226 .R94 2010 
 
Textiles in Mexico 
Klein, Kathryn. The Unbroken Thread: Conserving 
the Textile Traditions of Oaxaca. Los Angeles: The 
Getty Conservation Institute, 1997. 
Call No: F1219.1 .O11 U53 1997 
 
*Morris, Walter F. “Maya Time Warps.” 
Archaeology 39, no. 3 (1986): 52–59. Accessed 
May 30, 2025. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41730353. 
 
Sandoval-Villegas, Martha. “Women and 
Huipils: The Treasuring of an Indigenous 
Garment in New Spain,” in Leis, Arlene, ed. 
Women, Collecting, and Cultures Beyond Europe. New 
York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 
2023. AM222 .W55 2023 
 
Sayer, Chloë. Textiles from Mexico. 
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2002. 
Call No: NK8814 .A1 S39 2002 
 
Schevill, Margot, Janet Catherine Berlo, Edward 
Bridgman Dwyer. Textile Traditions of Ancient 
Mesoamerica and the Andes: An Anthology. Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 1996. 
Call No: F1219.3 .T4 T49 1996 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History of Color 
*Becom, Jeffrey, and Sally Jean Aberg. 1999. 

“The Maya and Their Color Cosmos.” Native 

Peoples Magazine 12 (3): 54–60. https://research-

ebsco-com.ezproxy.nelson-

atkins.org/linkprocessor/plink?id=27370a3c-

453f-36a3-a826-fbb9a271316c. 

Delamare, François. Blue Pigments: 5000 Years of 
Art and Industry. London: Archetype 
Publications, 2013. 
Call No: N7432.7 .D45 2013 
 
Escoto, Jimena. “Mexican Colors in Art: From 
Mesoamerica to the World,” Daily Art Magazine, 
April 7, 2025. Accessed April 10, 2025. 
https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/mexican-
colors/ 
 
Finlay, Victoria. The Brilliant History of Color in 
Art. Los Angeles: The J. Paul Getty Museum, 
2014. 
Call No: N7432.7 .F57 2014 
 
Finlay, Victoria. Color: A Natural History of the 
Palette. New York: Ballantine Books, 2003. 
Call No: N7432.7 .F56 2003  
 
Houston, Stephen D. Veiled Brightness: A History 
of Ancient Maya Color. Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 2009. 
Call No: F1435.1 .Y89 V45 2009  
 
*Luján, Leonardo López, and Giacomo Chiari. 

“Color in Monumental Mexica Sculpture.” RES: 

Anthropology and Aesthetics, no. 61/62 (2012): 

330–42. Accessed May 15, 2025. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/23647839 

Padilla, Carmella and Barbara Anderson. A Red 
Like No Other: How Cochineal Colored the World: 
An Epic Story of Art, Culture, Science and Trade. 
New York: Skira Rizzoli, 2015. 
Call No: TP925 .C63 R43 2015 
 
 
 
 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/41730353
https://research-ebsco-com.ezproxy.nelson-atkins.org/linkprocessor/plink?id=27370a3c-453f-36a3-a826-fbb9a271316c
https://research-ebsco-com.ezproxy.nelson-atkins.org/linkprocessor/plink?id=27370a3c-453f-36a3-a826-fbb9a271316c
https://research-ebsco-com.ezproxy.nelson-atkins.org/linkprocessor/plink?id=27370a3c-453f-36a3-a826-fbb9a271316c
https://research-ebsco-com.ezproxy.nelson-atkins.org/linkprocessor/plink?id=27370a3c-453f-36a3-a826-fbb9a271316c
https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/mexican-colors/
https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/mexican-colors/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23647839
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*Phipps, Elena. “Cochineal Red: The Art 
History of a Color,” The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art Bulletin. 67, no. 3 (Winter 2010): 4-48. 
Accessed April 10, 2025. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25701595 
 
Saborit, Antonio, Margo Glantz, Alfonso 
Morales. White Mountain=Montaña Blanca. 
Barcelona: RM Verlag, 2010. 
Call No: TR28 .O78 W45 2010 ORTIZ 
MONASTERIO PABLO 
 
St. Clair, Kassia. The Secret Lives of Color. 
 New York: Penguin Books, 2017. 
Call No: N7432.7 .S723 2017 
 
Image Credits 

. Painting on gesso ground, deerskin with covers 
of jaguar skin, each page: approx. 6 1/2 x 6 1/8 
inches. Bodleian Libraries, University of 
Oxford, MS. Laud Misc. 678. Photo © Bodleian 
Libraries, University of Oxford. 
 
Explore More…  
Search the library’s collections at 
libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org  
 
Ask Us… 
Spencer Art Reference Library Staff can help  

 

(Detail) Codex Laud (Codex Mictlan), Mexican, 
Pre-Hispanic, possibly 15th century 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/25701595

