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Elephants, ca. 1917, By Wilhelm Kuhnert (German, 1865—1926)

Resource List | 2025

The 20th century wildlife paintings of the group of painters today known as the Big Four: Wilhelm
Kuhnert, Richard Friese, Bruno Liljefors and Catl Rungius broke with past tradition, presenting a new
image of wildlife that emphasized the animal and its natural behavior and habitat. In this bibliography, we
include titles about each of the artists of the Big Four, as well as titles that explore the impact of Charles
Darwin’s revolutionary theory of evolution on the visual arts, and titles about the additional artists
included in the exhibition. Works about wildlife art in general, and the conservation of nature in art have
been included as well.

If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library (telephone
816-751-1216). Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at https://nelson-

atkins.org/librarv/ *links marked with an * are part of the library’s subscription databases and are onl

accessible from inside the museum, or after logging in

Selected by:
Roberta Wagener | Specialist, Access Services
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https://nelson-atkins.org/library/
https://nelson-atkins.org/library/

Survival of the Fittest Exhibition

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. “Survival
of the Fittest: Picturing Wildlife and Wilderness:
Masterworks from the Rijksmuseum Twenthe
and the National Museum of Wildlife Art,
March 22-August 24, 2025,” Accessed

November 14, 2024. https://nelson-
atkins.org/art/exhibitions/survival-of-the-
fittest-picturing-wildlife-and-wilderness /

Harris, Adam Duncan. Swurvival of the Fittest:
Envisioning Wildlife and Wilderness with the Big Fonr:
Masterworks from the Rijksmuseum Twenthe and the
National Musenm of Wildlife Art. Jackson:
National Museum of Wildlife Art, 2023.

Call No: Reading Room N582 .K31 2025 no. 1

Harris, Adam Duncan. “Survival of the Fittest:
Envisioning Wildlife & Wilderness,” Awmerican
Art Review, 35, no. 2 (Summer 2023): 98-105.

Artists in the Exhibition

Richard Friese

Gautschi, Andreas, Werner Siemers and Hans
Giinter Vollmer-Verheyen. Richard Friese: Sein
Leben — Seine Kunst. Melsungen: Nimrod, 2013.
Call No: FRIESE RICHARD N6888 .F7636 A4
2013

Harris, Adam Duncan. Wildlife in American Art:
Masterworks from the National Musenm of Wildlife
Art. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, in
cooperation with The National Museum of
Wildlife Art of the United States, Jackson,
Wyoming, 2009.

Call No: N7660 .H37 2009

Wilhelm Kuhnert

Kuhnert, Wilhelm. Iz Lande meiner Modelle.
Leipzig: Klinkhardt & Biermann, 1918.
Accessed November 18, 2024.
https://archive.org/details/imlandemeinermod
00kuhnuoft/page/n7/mode/2up

Demandet, Philipp and Ilka Voermann. King of the
Animals: Wilbhelm Kubnert and the Image of Africa.
Munich: Hirmer, 2018.

Call No: KUHNERT WILHELM N6888 . K848
A4 2018

*Wilke, Sabine. “Romantic Images of Africa:
Paradigms of German Colonial Paintings.”
German Studies Review, vol. 29, no. 2, 2000, pp.
285-98. JSTOR,
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27668035.
Accessed 17 July 2024.

Chilvers, Brooke. “On Safari with Wilhelm
Kuhnert in Middleburg, Virginia,” Gray’s Sporting
Journal, October 18, 2023. Accessed September
16, 2024.
https://www.grayssportingjournal.com/on-

safari-with-wilhelm-kuhnert-in-middleburg-
virginia/

“Wilhelm Kuhnert,” National Museum of
Wildlife Art, Jackson, Wyoming. Accessed
September 16, 2024.
https://collection.wildlifeart.org/people/36 /wil
helm-kuhnert/objects

Bruno Liljefors

*Blauvelt, Hiram. “Bruno Liljefors—Greatest of
Wild Life Painters.” The American Magazine of Art
17, no. 10 (1926): 505-12.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23929144.

Fredlund, Bjorn, ed. Nancy Adler, translator. I
the Realp of the Wild: The Art of Bruno Liljefors of
Sweden. Gothenburg: Géteborgs Konstmuseum,
1988.

Call No: LILJEFORS BRUNO N7093 .1.55 A4
1988

‘Bruno Liljefors and the Great Outdoors,” in
Hammond, Nicolas. Modern Wildlife Painting.
New Haven and London: Yale University Press,
1998, p. 31-66.

Call No: ND1380 .H36 1998

“Bruno Liljefors Swedish, 1860—1939,” in
Lederer, Roger. The Art of the Bird: The History of
Ornithological Art Through Forty Artists. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2019, 132-135.
Call No: N7665 .1.43 2019

“Scientist of the Day — Bruno Liljefors,” Linda
Hall Library, May 14, 2021. Accessed August
15, 2024.

https:/ /www.lindahall.org/about/news/scientis
t-of-the-day/bruno-liljefors
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https://nelson-atkins.org/art/exhibitions/survival-of-the-fittest-picturing-wildlife-and-wilderness/
https://archive.org/details/imlandemeinermod00kuhnuoft/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/imlandemeinermod00kuhnuoft/page/n7/mode/2up
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27668035.%20Accessed%2017%20July%202024
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27668035.%20Accessed%2017%20July%202024
https://www.grayssportingjournal.com/on-safari-with-wilhelm-kuhnert-in-middleburg-virginia/
https://www.grayssportingjournal.com/on-safari-with-wilhelm-kuhnert-in-middleburg-virginia/
https://www.grayssportingjournal.com/on-safari-with-wilhelm-kuhnert-in-middleburg-virginia/
https://collection.wildlifeart.org/people/36/wilhelm-kuhnert/objects
https://collection.wildlifeart.org/people/36/wilhelm-kuhnert/objects
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23929144
https://www.lindahall.org/about/news/scientist-of-the-day/bruno-liljefors/
https://www.lindahall.org/about/news/scientist-of-the-day/bruno-liljefors/

Carl Rungius

National Museum of Wildlife Art. “Carl
Rungius Gallery,” Accessed July 25, 2024.
https://www.wildlifeart.org/exhibits /rungius-

gallery

“Carl Rungius at the National Museum of
Wildlife Art, Jackson WY,” Mediunm, May 15,
2018. Accessed July 25, 2024.
https://artgeek.medium.com/catl-rungius-at-
the-national-museum-of-wildlife-art-jackson-
wy-29¢930e209a8

Chilvers, Brook. “Carl Rungius, One of the “Big
Four,” at the NSLM, Middleburg, Virginia,”
Gray’s Sporting Journal, October 4, 2023.
Accessed July 25, 2024.
https://www.grayssportingjournal.com/carl-
rungius-one-of-the-big-four-at-the-nslm-
middleburg-virginia/

DelHomme, PJ. “B&C Member Spotlight: Carl
Rungius,” Boone and Crockett Club, Accessed July
25, 2024. https://www.boone-crockett.org/be-

member-spotlight-carl-rungius

Glenbow Museum. Car/ Rungius: Artist &
Sportsman. Toronto, Chicago: Warwick
Publishing, 2001.

Call No: RUNGIUS CARL N6537 .R854 A4
2001

Gray, Lyle C. and Eleanor Jones Harvey. “Catl
Rungius in Context,” Antigues, 156, no. 5
(November 1999): 726-735.

*"How Catl Rungius Combines Art with the
Adventures of a Sportsman: Noted Animal
Painter Tells of his Experiences as a Big Game
Hunter in Alaska and the Canadian Rockies."
New York Times (1857-1922), Feb 02, 1913.
https://ezproxy.nelson-
atkins.org/loginrurl=https:/ /www.proquest.co
m/historical-newspapers/how-catl-rungius-
combines-art-with-
adventures/docview/97447611/se-2.

Whyte, Jon and E.J. Hart. Car/ Rungius: Painter of
the Western Wilderness. Calgary: Glenbow-Alberta
Institute, 1985.

Call No: N44 R8674 W59 1985

Additional Artists in the Exhibition

Horatio Walker

“Horatio Walker,” in Dearinger, David B, ed.
Paintings and Sculpture in the Collection of the
National Academy of Design, Volume 1, 1826—1925.
New York and Manchester: Hudson Hills Press,
2004, pg. 562.

Call No: N6510 .P35 2004 v. 1

Price, F. Newlin. Horatio Walker. New York &
Montreal: Louis Cattier & Co., 1928.
Call No: N44 W344h P74 1928

John Dare Howland

Mumey, Nolie. The Art and Activities of John Dare
(Jack) Howland: Painter, Soldier, Indian Trader and
Pioneer. Boulder: Johnson Publishing Company,
1973.

Call No: N44 H755 .M85 1973

“John Dare Howland,” National Museum of
Wildlife Art, Accessed October 4, 2024.
https://collection.wildlifeart.org/people/267/jo
hn-dare-howland/objects

Robert Jenkins Onderdonk

Steinfeldt, Cecilia. The Onderdonks: A Family of
Texas Painters. San Antonio: Published for the
San Antonio Museum Association by Trinity
University Press, 1976.

Call No: N44 O5 .S73 1976

Texas State Historical Association.
“Onderdonk, Robert Jenkins," Handbook of
Texas, August 5, 2021. Accessed September 27,
2024.
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries
/onderdonk-robert-jenkins

William Keith

Brewster, Carrie, ed., et al. The Comprebensive
Keith: The Hundred Y ear History of the Saint Mary’s
College Collection of Works by William Keith.
Moraga: Hearst Art Gallery, 2011.

Call No: KEITH WILLIAM ND237 .K396 A4
2011
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https://www.boone-crockett.org/bc-member-spotlight-carl-rungius
https://www.boone-crockett.org/bc-member-spotlight-carl-rungius
https://collection.wildlifeart.org/people/267/john-dare-howland/objects
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https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/onderdonk-robert-jenkins
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/onderdonk-robert-jenkins

*Harrison Jr, Alfred C. 2011. “William Keith
100th Anniversary Celebration.” Awmserican Art
Review 23 (5): 86-91.
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct
=true&db=asu&AN=525466333&site=chost-
live.

Antoine-Louis Barye

*Benge, Glenn F. "Barye, Antoine-Louis."
Grove Art Online. 2003; Accessed 17 Oct.
2024.
https://www.oxfordartonline.com/groveart/vie
w/10.1093/220/9781884446054.001.0001 /0ao-
9781884446054-e-7000006669.

Johnston, William R. and Simon Kelly. Unzaned:
The Art of Antoine-1onis Barye. Baltimore: The
Walters Art Museum, 2000.

Call No: BARYE N6853 .B278 A4 2006

Bruce Caeser

“Bruce Caeser,” National Endowment for the
Arts, Accessed November 15, 2024.
https://www.arts.gov/honors/heritage /bruce-
caesar

Bigby, Bobbie Chew, “Colonialism, Capitalism,
and Climate Concerns: A Conversation with
Metalwork Master Bruce Caeser,” Cultural
Survival, Accessed November 15, 2024,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/
cultural-sutrvival-quartetly /colonialism-

capitalism-and-climate-concerns-conversation

Thomas Moran

Anderson, Nancy K. et al. Thomas Moran.
Washington: National Gallery of Art, 1997.
Call No: MORAN N6797 .M576 A4 1997

*Braff, Phyllis. "Moran, Thomas." Grove Art
Online. 2003; Accessed 17 Oct. 2024.
https://www.oxfordartonline.com/groveart/vie
w/10.1093/220/9781884446054.001.0001 /0a0-
9781884446054-¢-7000059484.

Kinsey, Joni L. Thomas Moran’s West:
Chromolithography, High Art, and Popular Taste.
Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2000.
Call No: MORAN N6537 .M6443 K562 2006

Maria Poveka Martinez

*Batkin, Jonathan. "Martinez." Grove Art Online.
2003; Accessed 28 Oct. 2024.
https://www.oxfordartonline.com/groveart/vie
w/10.1093/ga0/9781884446054.001.0001 /0a0o-
9781884446054-e-7000054697.

Spivey, Richard L. The Legacy of Maria Poveka
Martinez. Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico
Press, 2003.

Call No: MARTINEZ MARIA NK4210 .M289
S65 2003

Preston Singletary

Post, Melissa G., Steven Clay Brown and Walter
C. Potter. Preston Singletary: Echoes, Fire, and
Shadows. Tacoma: Seattle Museum of Glass,
20009.

Call No: SINGLETARY PRESTON NK5198
546 A4 2009

*Tasnim, Sadia. 2022. “Firekeeper: With His
Museum Installation ‘Raven and the Box of
Daylight’ Now on View at the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of the American Indian,
Preston Singletary Celebrates His Heritage and a
Powerful Tlingit Myth.” Glass Quarterly, no. 167
(Summer): 16-23.
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspxrdirect
=true&db=asu&AN=158558385&site=chost-
live.

Charles Darwin

Ashworth, William B. The Grandenr of Life: A
Celebration of Charles Darwin and the Origin of
Species: An Exchibition of Rare Books from the History
of Science Collection, Linda Hall 1.ibrary. Kansas
City: Linda Hall Library of Science, Engineering
& Technology, 2009.

Call No: QH31 .D2 A84 2009

Donald, Diana and Jane Munro, editors. Endless
Forms: Charles Darwin, Natural Science, and the
Visual Arts. London: Fitzwilliam Museum; New
Haven: Yale Center for British Art, Yale
University Press, 2009.

Call No: N72 .S3 E53 2009
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Wildlife and Nature Art History
Aloi, Giovanni. Azt and Animals.
London, New York: I.B. Tauris, 2012.
Call No: N7660 .A46 2012

Beckwith, Carol and Angela Fisher. African
Twilight: The V anishing Rituals and Ceremonies of the
African Continent. New York: Rizzoli, 2018.

Call No: GNo645 .B45 2018

Brower, Matthew. Developing Animals: Wildlife and
Early American Photography. Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 2011.

Call No: TR729 .W54 B76 2011

Elphick, Jonathan. Birds: The Art of Ornithology.
New York: Rizzoli, 2005.
Call No: N7665 .E47 2005

Fairman, Elisabeth R., ed. Of Green Leaf, Bird,
and Flower: Artists’ Books and the Natural World.
New Haven: Yale University Press, Yale Center
for British Art, 2014.

Call No: N7650 .03 2014

Harris, Adam Duncan. Wildlife in American Art:
Masterworks from the National Musenm of Wildlife
Art. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, in
cooperation with The National Museum of
Wildlife Art of the United States, Jackson,
Wyoming, 2009.

Call No: N7660 .H37 2009

Kusserow, Karl and Alan C. Braddock. Nature’s
Nation: American Art and Environment. Princeton:
Princeton University Art Museum, 2018.

Call No: N7650 .K87 2018

Lippincott, Louise, Andreas Blithm and
Desmond Mottis. Fierce Friends: Artists and
Animals, 1750—1900. London, New York:
Metrell; Amsterdam: In association with the
Van Gogh Museum; Pittsburgh: In association
with the Carnegie Museum of Art, 2005.

Call No: N7660 .1.57 2005

Roberts, Allen F. Animals in African Art: From the
Familiar to the Marvelous. New York, Munich: The
Museum for African Art, 1995.

Call No: N7660 .R64 1995

Sharp, Kevin, ed. Wild Spaces, Open Seasons:
Hunting and Fishing in American Art. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2016.

Call No: N8250 .W54 2016

Shaw, Reesey. Wildlife: October 1 through Decentber
31, 1994, California Center for the Arts Museunm.
Escondido: The Museum, 1994,

Call No: N7660 .W55 1994

Sleigh, Chatlotte. The Paper Zoo: 500 Years of
Apnimals in Art. Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press, 2017.

Call No: N7660 .S54 2017

Wagner, David J. Awmerican Wildlife Art.
Seattle: Marquand Books, 2008.
Call No: N7660 .W28 2008

Wildlife and Nature Conservation

Buell, Lawrence. Writing for an Endangered World:
Literature, Culture, and Environment in the U.S. and
Beyond. Cambridge: The Belknap Press of
Harvard University Press, 2001.

Call No: PS169 .E25 B84 2001

Dunaway, Finis. Natural V'isions: The Power of
Images in American Environmental Reform. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2005.

Call No: TR820.5 .D85 2005

Sasse, Julie. Trouble in Paradise: Examining Discord
Between Nature and Society. Tucson: Tucson
Museum of Art, 2009.

Call No: N7650 ."T'83 2009

Image Credits

Wilhelm Kuhnert (German, 1865-1926).
Elephants, ca. 1917. Oil on canvas, 48 x 86
inches. JKM Collection®, National Museum of
Wildlife Art.

Explore More...
Search the library’s collections at
libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org
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