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Life-Size Jade Burial Suit with Gold Thread, China,  

Western Han Dynasty (206 B.C.E.-9 C.E.) 

Resource List | 2017 
 
Jade is a semi-precious hardstone that has been carved and collected throughout the world, but which has 
a special importance in Chinese culture. In ancient China jade was rare and expensive and became a 
symbol of power but jade is also valued as a symbol of virtue and longevity and for its ability to ward off 
evil and promote peace. In association with the exhibition Dreams of the Kings: A Jade Suit for Eternity, we 
present this bibliography on the art of jade. In this list, we have included titles about jade in Chinese 
culture, and items about the archaeology of Chinese tombs. The Spencer Art Reference Library collects in 
ten languages including Chinese, Japanese and Korean but in this guide we have highlighted English 
language resources. For additional resources in Chinese, Japanese and Korea please check the library’s 
online catalog, http://libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org  
 
If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library (telephone: 

816.751.1216).  Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at www.nelson-atkins.org  

 
Selected by:  
Roberta Wagener | Library Assistant, Public Services 
 

Jade in China 
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. “Dreams of 
the Kings: A Jade Suit for Eternity.” December 
16, 2017–April 1, 2018. Accessed September 22, 
2017. 
https://nelson-atkins.org/events/jade-suit/ 
 
 

 

 
Li, Yinde and Willow Weilan Hai. Dreams of the 
Kings: Treasures of the Han Dynasty from Xuzhou. 
Nanjing Shi: Jiangsu feng huang mei shu chu 
ban she, 2017. 
Call No: NK5750.2 .C6 L497 2017 
 
 
 

http://libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org/
http://www.nelson-atkins.org/
https://nelson-atkins.org/events/jade-suit/
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Cai, Qingliang. Han dai yu di=Jades of Han 
Dynasty. Taibei Shi: Cai tuan fa ren zhen dan 
wen jiao ji jin hui, Minguo 94, 2005. 
Call No: NK5750.2 .C6 C35 2005 
 
Chinese Jade Animals: Presented by the Urban Council, 
Hong Kong, Organized by the Hong Kong Museum of 
Art=Zhongguo xiao sheng yu diao: Xianggang shi 
zheng fu zhu ban; Xianggang yi shu guan chou hua. 
Hong Kong: The Urban Council of Hong 
Kong, 1996. 
Call No: NK5750.2 .C6 C462 1996 
 
Cotter, Holland. “‘Age of Empires’: How 2 
Dynasties of Art Forged China’s Identity.’” The 
New York Times. March 30, 2017. Accessed 
September 7, 2017. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/30/arts/d
esign/review-age-of-empires-chinese-art-the-
met-museum.html?mcubz=0 
 
Deng, Cong. Dong Ya yu qi: East Asian Jade: 
Symbol of Excellence. Hong Kong: Zhongguo kao 
gu yi shu yan jiu zhong xin, 1998. 3 volumes. 
Call No: NK5750.2 .E27 T86 1998 v. 1-3 
 
Elisabeth West FitzHugh. "Jade." Grove Art 
Online. Oxford Art Online. Oxford University 
Press. Accessed October 13, 2017, 
http://www.oxfordartonline.com/subscriber/ar
ticle/grove/art/T043200. 
 
Fok, Thomas. Yun yu sheng hui: Song zhu tang zhen 
cang yi qi=The Splendour of Jade: The Songzhutang 
Collection of Jade. Hong Kong, 2011. 
Call No: NK5750.2 .C6 F64 2011 
 
Forsyth, Angus and Brian McElney. Jades from 
China: The Museum of East Asian Art. Bath: 
Museum of East Asian Art, 1994. 
Call No: NK5750 .F47 1994 
 
Gu, Fang. Zhongguo chuan shi yu qi quan ji=Chinese 
Jades in Traditional Collections. Beijing: Ke xue chu 
ban she, 2010. 
Call No: NK5750 .C6 Z4733 2010 v. 2 
 
 
 
 

Gu, Fang. Zhongguo Chu Tu Yu Qi Quan Ji / Gu 
Fang Zhu Bian (The Complete Collection of Unearthed 
Jades in China). Beijing: Ke Xue Chu Ban She, 
2005. 
Call No: NK 5750.2 .C6 Z473 2005 (v. 1 – v.15) 
 
Keverne, Roger, ed. Jade. New York:  
Van Nostrand Reinhold; London: Anness 
Publishing, 1991. 
Call No: NK5750 .K48 1991 
 
Lin, James C.S. The Immortal Stone: Chinese Jades 
from the Neolithic Period to the Twentieth Century. 
London: Scala, 2009. 
Call No: NK5750.2 .C6 L56 2009 
 
Johnson, John and Chan Lai Pik. 5000 Years of 
Chinese Jade: Featuring Selections from the National 
Museum of History, Taiwan, and the Arthur M. 
Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Institution. San 
Antonio: San Antonio Museum of Art, 2011. 
Call No: NK5750.2 .C6 J64 2011 
 
Palm Springs Desert Museum. Magic, Art and 
Order: Jade in Chinese Culture. Palm Springs: Palm 
Springs Desert Museum, 1990. 
Call No: NK5750.2 .C6 M34 1990 
 
Rawson, Jessica and Carol Michaelson. Chinese 
Jade from the Neolithic to the Qing. London: 
Published for the Trustees of the British 
Museum by British Museum Press, 1995. 
Call No: NK5750 .R38 1995 
 
Sun, Jason. “Chinese Hardstone Carvings.” In 
Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History. New York: The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2000–. June 2106, 
Accessed September 17, 2017. 
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/hard/h
d_hard.htm 
 
Watt, James C.Y. Chinese Jades from the Collection of 
the Seattle Art Museum. Seattle: Seattle Art 
Museum, 1989. 
Call No: NK5750.2 .C6 S42w 1989 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/30/arts/design/review-age-of-empires-chinese-art-the-met-museum.html?mcubz=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/30/arts/design/review-age-of-empires-chinese-art-the-met-museum.html?mcubz=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/30/arts/design/review-age-of-empires-chinese-art-the-met-museum.html?mcubz=0
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/hard/hd_hard.htm
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/hard/hd_hard.htm
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Wilson, Ming. Chinese Jades.  
London: V&A Publications, 2004. 
Call No: NK5750.2 .C6 W5592 2004 
 
Xia, Nai. Jade and Silk of Han China. Lawrence: 
Helen Foresman Spencer Museum of Art, The 
University of Kansas, 1983. 
Call No: NK1068 .H74 1983 
 
Yang, Boda. Yu yuan: De an tang cang yu=A 
Romance with Jade: from the De An Tang Collection. 
Beijing: Wen wu chu ban she, 2004. 
Call No: FOLIO NK5750.2 .C6 Y89 2004 
 
Archaeology of Chinese Tombs 
Berger, Patricia Ann and Jennifer Randolph 
Casler. Tomb Treasures from China: The Buried Art 
of Ancient Xi’an. San Francisco: Asian Art 
Museum of San Francisco; Fort Worth: Kimbell 
Art Museum, 1994. 
Call No: NK1069 .S528 T66 1994 
 
Lin, James C.S.,ed. The Search for Immortality: 
Tomb Treasures of Han China. Cambridge: The 
Fitzwilliam Museum, University of Cambridge; 
New Haven: in association with Yale University 
Press, 2012. 
Call No: N7343.23 .S437 2012 
 
Portal, Jane, Kinoshita, Hiromi. The First 
Emperor: China’s Terracotta Army. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 2007. 
Call No: DS747.9 .Q254 F57 2007 
 
Sun, Zhixin, et al. Age of Empires: Art of the Qin 
and Han Dynasties. New York: The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, 2017. 
Call No: N7343.23 .S86 2017 
 
Voon, Claire. “From a Jade Burial Suit to 
Terracotta Warriors, a Blockbuster Display of 
China’s Ancient Treasures.” Hyperallergic. June 
12, 2017. Accessed September 7, 2017. 
https://hyperallergic.com/374312/from-a-jade-
burial-suit-to-terracotta-warriors-a-blockbuster-
display-of-chinas-ancient-treasures/ 
 
Wang, Hong and Hua Xu. “The Excavation of 
the Han Dynasty Tomb (M1) at Ligang Village 
Luhe District, Nanjing City.” trans. Qingming 

Zhou. Wenwu (Cultural Relics) 11 (2013): 16-27, 
accessed November 13, 2017, 
https://dlib.eastview.com/search/simple/doc?a
rt=89&id=42655709&hl=  
 
Wu Hung. The Art of the Yellow Springs: 
Understanding Chinese Tombs. Honolulu: 
University of Hawai’i Press, 2010. 
Call No: DS719 .W78 2010 
 
Xu, Jay, ed. Tomb Treasures: New Discoveries from 
China’s Han Dynasty. San Francisco: Asian Art 
Museum, 2017. 
Call No: N7343.23 .T66 2017 
 
Image Credit: Life-Size Jade Burial Suit with Gold 
Thread, China, Western Han Dynasty (206 
B.C.E.-9 C.E.). Excavated from the tomb of the 
King of Chu at Shizishan, Xuzhou in 1995.  
69 x 26 13/16 inches. 
 
Additional Specialized Sources 
The English language WenWu (Cultural Relics) 
archive is available for searching 2014 – 2016: 
https://dlib.eastview.com/browse/publication/
65558  
 
Bibliography of Asian Art (BAS) 
This subscription database is available in the 
Spencer Art Reference Library and allows 
researchers to search over 900,000 citations of 
scholarly literature on the East, Southwest and 
South Asian materials written in Western 
Language. 
 
Explore More…  
Search the library’s collections at 
http://libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org  
Ask Us… 
Spencer Art Reference Library Staff can help  
http://nelson-atkins.org/library  
      SpencerArtReferenceLibrary 
 

 
 

 

https://hyperallergic.com/374312/from-a-jade-burial-suit-to-terracotta-warriors-a-blockbuster-display-of-chinas-ancient-treasures/
https://hyperallergic.com/374312/from-a-jade-burial-suit-to-terracotta-warriors-a-blockbuster-display-of-chinas-ancient-treasures/
https://hyperallergic.com/374312/from-a-jade-burial-suit-to-terracotta-warriors-a-blockbuster-display-of-chinas-ancient-treasures/
https://dlib.eastview.com/search/simple/doc?art=89&id=42655709&hl
https://dlib.eastview.com/search/simple/doc?art=89&id=42655709&hl
https://dlib.eastview.com/browse/publication/65558
https://dlib.eastview.com/browse/publication/65558
http://libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org/
http://nelson-atkins.org/library
https://www.facebook.com/nelsonatkins

