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Jacques and Natasha Gelman were important collectors of 20th century art. Arriving in Mexico as Eastern 
European immigrants, they fell in love with their adopted homeland and built a collection of Mexican 
modern art by acquiring the works of major artists including Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera, David Alfaro 
Siqueiros, José Clemente Orozco, as well as many others. The twentieth century was a tumultuous time in 
Mexican art and history. During this period after the Mexican Revolution, Mexican artists created a new 
Mexican aesthetic through exploration of styles like social realism, surrealism, abstraction and 
conceptualism and by incorporating a uniquely Mexican iconography.  
 
This bibliography includes titles about the Gelman’s collection as well as books exploring the lives and art 
of several artists represented in this collection. To contextualize this collection, titles on modern art in 
Mexico and Mexican history in the twentieth century are included in the section Explore More. Online 
resources have been included throughout the bibliography. In the bibliography below, the items with this 
symbol: ◘ are on display in the library reading room from June 1 – August 18, 2013. 
 
If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library (telephone: 
816.751.1216).  Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at www.nelson-atkins.org . 
 
Selected by:  
Roberta Wagener | Library Assistant, Public Services 

  Frida Kahlo (Mexican, 1907–1954). Diego en mi 

pensamiento (Diego on My Mind), 1943. Oil on 

Masonite, 29 7/8 x 24 inches. The Jacques and Natasha 

Gelman Collection of 20th Century Mexican Art. The 

Vergel Foundation. Conaculta/INBA. © 2013 Banco de 

México Diego Rivera Frida Kahlo Museums Trust, 

Mexico, D.F. / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York. 

Diego Rivera (Mexican, 1886–1957). Vendedora de 

alcatraces (Calla Lily Vendor), 1943. Oil on canvas, 59 x 47 

¼ inches. The Jacques and Natasha Gelman Collection of 

20th Century Mexican Art. The Vergel Foundation. 

Conaculta/INBA. © 2013 Banco de México Diego Rivera 

Frida Kahlo Museums Trust, Mexico, D.F. / Artists Rights 

Society (ARS), New York.  

 

http://www.nelson-atkins.org/
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The Gelman Collection 
◘ Herrera, Hayden, Pierre Schneider, and 
Raquel Tibol. La Colección Gelman: La Colección de 
Arte Mexicano Moderno y Contemporáneo de Jacques y 
Natasha Gelman. Cuernavaca: Muros en 
asociación con la Fundación Vergel, 2004. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 6555 .C65 2004 
 
◘ Schneider, Pierre, Sylvia Navarrete, and 
Olivier Debroise. Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera, and 
Twentieth-Century Mexican Art: The Jacques and 
Natasha Gelman Collection=Frida Kahlo, Diego 
Rivera y arte mexicano del siglo veinte: la colección de 
Jacques y Natasha Gelman. San Diego: Museum of 
Contemporary Art, 2000. 
Call No: N 6555 .F75 2000 
 
◘ White, Anthony. Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera  
and Mexican Modernism: The Jacques and Natasha 
Gelman Collection. Canberra: National Gallery  
of Australia; London: Thames & Hudson, 2001. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 255 .F75 2001 
 
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. Frida Kahlo, 
Diego Rivera and Masterpieces of Modern Mexico from 
the Jacques and Natasha Gelman Collection. 
Accessed  November  18, 2012. 
http://www.nelson-
atkins.org/art/Exhibitions.cfm?id=157  
 
Frida Kahlo 
◘ Bauer, Claudia. Frida Kahlo. Munich,  
New York: Prestel, 2007. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .K33 B38 2007 KAHLO 
 
◘ Herrera, Hayden. Frida, A Biography of Frida 
Kahlo. New York: Harper & Row, 1983. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N44 K234 .H47 1983 
 
◘ Herrera, Hayden. Frida Kahlo: The Paintings.  
New York: Perennial, 2002. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .K33 H47 2002 KAHLO 
 
 

◘ Kettenmann, Andrea. Frida Kahlo, 1907–1954: 
Pain and Passion. Köln: Taschen, 2003. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .K33 K48 2003 KAHLO 
 
◘ Prignitz-Poda, Helga. Frida Kahlo: The Painter 
and Her Work. New York: Schirmer/Mosel and 
D.A.P./Distributed Art Publishers, 2004. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .K33 P75 2004 KAHLO 
FRIDA 
 
Antelo, Fernando. Images of Healing and 
Learning. “Pain and the Paintbrush: The Life 
and Art of Frida Kahlo.” Virtual Mentor, May 
2013 v. 15 no. 5. Accessed May 14, 2013. 
http://virtualmentor.ama-
assn.org/2013/05/imhl1-1305.html 
 
Art Gallery of Ontario. Talks & Symposia 
Archive. “Frida Kahlo: Her Life and Art.” 
Accessed April 24, 2013. 
http://www.ago.net/hayden-herrera 
 
The Frida Kahlo Museum, Mexico City. 
Accessed May 8, 2013. 
http://www.museofridakahlo.org.mx/ 
 
PBS. “The Life and Times of Frida Kahlo.” 
Accessed  December 13, 2012. 
http://www.pbs.org/weta/fridakahlo/index.ht
ml 
 
Philadelphia Museum of Art. “Frida Kahlo, 
February 20, 2008 –May 18, 2008.”  Accessed  
April  24, 2013. 
http://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/200
8/278.html?page=1 
 
Puerto, Cecilia. “Latin American Women 
Artists: A Bibliographic Archive.” Accessed 
April 12, 2013. http://www-
rohan.sdsu.edu/~cpuerto/biblio.htm 
 
Diego Rivera 
◘ Dickerman, Leah and Anna Indych-López. 
Diego Rivera: Murals for the Museum of Modern Art. 
New York: Museum of Modern Art, 2011. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .R5 A4 2011 RIVERA 

http://www.nelson-atkins.org/art/Exhibitions.cfm?id=157
http://www.nelson-atkins.org/art/Exhibitions.cfm?id=157
http://virtualmentor.ama-assn.org/2013/05/imhl1-1305.html
http://virtualmentor.ama-assn.org/2013/05/imhl1-1305.html
http://www.ago.net/hayden-herrera
http://www.museofridakahlo.org.mx/
http://www.pbs.org/weta/fridakahlo/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/weta/fridakahlo/index.html
http://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/2008/278.html?page=1
http://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/2008/278.html?page=1
http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~cpuerto/biblio.htm
http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~cpuerto/biblio.htm
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◘ Hamill, Pete. Diego Rivera.  
New York: Harry N Abrams, 1999. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .R5 H28 1999 RIVERA 
 
◘ Kettenmann, Andrea. Diego Rivera, 1886–
1957: A Revolutionary Spirit in Modern Art.  
Köln, New York: Taschen, 2003. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .R5 K48 2003 RIVERA 
 
◘ Marnham, Patrick. Dreaming With His Eyes 
Open: A Life of Diego Rivera .New York: Knopf, 
1998. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .R5 M27 1998 RIVERA 
 
PBS. American Masters. “Diego Rivera: About 
the Artist.” Accessed February 10, 2013. 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/ep
isodes/diego-rivera/introduction/64/ 
 
Mexican Modern Artists 
◘ Debroise, Olivier and James Oles. Lola 
Alvarez Bravo: In Her Own Light. Tucson: 
 Center for Creative Photography, University  
of Arizona, 1994. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 582 .K31 1996 no. 4 
 
◘ Du Pont, Diana C. Risking the Abstract: 
Mexican Modernism and The Art of Gunther Gerzso. 
Santa Barbara: Santa Barbara Museum of Art, 
2003. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 6559 .G47 A4 2003 GERZSO 
GUNTHER 
 
◘ Du Pont, Diana C. Tamayo: A Modern Icon 
Reinterpreted. Santa Barbara: Santa Barbara 
Museum of Art, 2007. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .T35 A4 2007 TAMAYO 
 
 
 
 
 
 

◘ González Flores, Laura; Gerardo Mosquera, 
Muriel Rausch, and Mónica Fuentes Santos. 
Manuel Álvarez Bravo. Alcobendas: TF Editores, 
2012. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: TR 647 .A482 2012 ALVAREZ 
BRAVO 
 
◘ González Mello, Renato and Diane Miliotes, 
eds. José Clemente Orozco in the United States, 1927–
1934. Hanover: Hood Museum of Art, 
Dartmouth College, in association with W.W. 
Norton & Company, 2002. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 2644 .O76 A4 2002 OROZCO 
JOSÉ 
 
◘ Heinzelman, Kurt and Peter Mears. The 
Covarrubias Circle: Nickolas Muray’s Collection of 
Twentieth-Century Mexican Art. Austin: University 
of Texas Press, 2004. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 6559 .C68 A4 2004 
COVARRUBIAS MIGUEL 
 
◘ Lozano, Luis-Martin, Teresa del Conde, et al. 
María Izquierdo: 1902–1955. Chicago: Mexican 
Fine Arts Center Museum, 1996. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .I97 A4 1996 IZQUIERDO 
 
◘ Oles, James. Diego Rivera, David Alfaro 
Siqueiros, José Clemente Orozco. New York: 
Museum of Modern Art, 2011. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 2644 .O44 2011 
 
◘ Rodrígues, Antonio. David Alfaro Siqueiros: 
Mural Painting. Mexico: Fondo Editorial de la 
Plástica Mexicana, 1992. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .S56 R63 1992 SIQUERIOS 
 
◘ Temkin, Ann. Gabriel Orozco. New York: 
Museum of Modern Art, 2009. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 6559 .O76 A4 2009 OROZCO 
 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/episodes/diego-rivera/introduction/64/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/episodes/diego-rivera/introduction/64/
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Artcyclopedia. “Artists By Nationality: Mexican 
Artists: Chronological Listing.” Accessed April 
12, 2013. 
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/nationalities/M
exican.html 
 
Explore More 
Mexican Modernism 
◘ Anreus, Alejandro, Leonard Folgarait, and 
Robin Adèle Greeley, eds. Mexican Muralism: A 
Critical History. Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 2012. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 2644 .M49 2012 
 
◘ Folgarait, Leonard. Mural Painting and Social 
Revolution in Mexico, 1920–1940: Art of the New 
Order. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1998. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 2644 .F63 1998 
 
◘ Indych-López, Anna. Muralism Without Walls: 
Rivera, Orozco, and Siqueiros in the United States, 
1927–1940. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh 
Press, 2009. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 2644 .I53 2009 
 
◘ Ittmann, John W., ed. Mexico and Modern 
Printmaking: A Revolution in the Graphic Arts, 1920 
to 1950.  Philadelphia: Philadelphia Museum of 
Art; San Antoino: McNay Art Museum; New 
Haven: In association with Yale University 
Press, 2006. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: NE 544.4 .M49 2006 
 
◘ Preciado, Selene. Mex/L.A.: “Mexican” 
Modernism[s] in Los Angeles, 1930–1985. 
Ostfildern: Hatje Cantz Verlag, 2011. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 6538 .M4 M48 2011 
 
Encyclopedia Britannica presents Hispanic 
Heritage in the Americas. “Populist Art and the 
Mexcian Mural Renaissance.” Accessed March 
27, 2013. 
http://www.britannica.com/hispanic_heritage/
article-253341 

Mexican Cultural Context 
◘Gallo, Rubén. Mexican Modernity: 
 The Avant-Garde and the Technological Revolution.  
Cambridge: MIT Press, 2005. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: NX 180 .T4 G35 2005 
 
◘ Monasterio, Pablo Ortiz and Pete Hamill. 
Mexico: The Revolution and Beyond: Photographs by 
Augustín Victor Casasola 1900–1940. New York: 
Aperture Foundation; Mexico City: 
CONACULTA-INAH, 2003. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: TR 28 .C37 2003 CASASOLA 
AUGUSTIN 
 
◘ Russell, Philip L. The History of Mexico: From 
Pre-Conquest to Present. New York: Routlege, 
2010. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: F 1226 .R94 2010 
 
Harvard University Library. “Latin American 
Pamphlet Digital Collection.” Accessed  April 
12, 2013. 
http://vc.lib.harvard.edu/vc/deliver/home?_co
llection=LAP 
 
Merril, Tim L. and Ramón Miró. “Mexico: A 
Country Study.” Washington: GPO for the 
Library of Congress, 1996. Accessed April 19, 
2013. 
http://countrystudies.us/mexico/ 
 
For Further Reading 
Aberth, Susan L. Leonora Carrington: Surrealism, 
Alchemy and Art. Aldershot, Burlington: Lund 
Humphries, 2004. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 6797 .C37 A24 2004 
CARRINGTON LEONORA 
 
Acevedo, Esther and Itala Schmelz. Sisqueiros, 
Landscape Painter: Museum of Latin American Art 
(MOLAA), Museo de Arte Carrillo Gil (MACG). 
Mexico: Editorial RM, 2010. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .S56 A4 2010 SIQUEIROS 
 

http://www.artcyclopedia.com/nationalities/Mexican.html
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/nationalities/Mexican.html
http://www.britannica.com/hispanic_heritage/article-253341
http://www.britannica.com/hispanic_heritage/article-253341
http://vc.lib.harvard.edu/vc/deliver/home?_collection=LAP
http://vc.lib.harvard.edu/vc/deliver/home?_collection=LAP
http://countrystudies.us/mexico/
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Alcátara, Isabel and Sandra Egnolff. Frida Kahlo 
and Diego Rivera. Munich, New York: Prestel, 
2004. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 255 .A43 2004 
 
Carpenter, Elizabeth; Hayden Herrera, Victor 
Zamudio-Taylor. Frida Kahlo. Minneapolis: 
Walker Art Center, 2007. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 1329 .K33 A4 2007 KAHLO 
 
Cox, Beverly J. and Denna Jones Anderson. 
Miguel Covarrubias Caricatures. Washington: 
Published for the National Portrait Gallery  
by Smithsonian Institution Press, 1985. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N44 C6898 .C69 1985 
 
Gómez, Nadia Ugalde and Juan Rafael Coronel 
Rivera. Frida Kahlo. Mexico: Instituto Nacional 
de Bellas Artes, 2006. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 259 .K44 F695 2006 
 
Holzhey, Madgalena. Frida Kahlo: The Artist in the 
Blue House. Munich: Prestel Verlag, 2003.  
Educator Resource Center 
Call No: 600BC.5 Kah03 
 
Paz, Octavio. Rufino Tamayo.  
New York: Rizzoli, 1982. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N44 T252 .P39 1982 
 
Prignitz-Poda, Helga. Frida Kahlo: Retrospective. 
Munich: Prestel, 2010. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 6559 .K34 A4 2010 KAHLO 
 
Riggs, Thomas, ed. St. James Guide to Hispanic 
Artists: Profiles of Latino and Latin American Artists. 
Detroit: St. James Press, 2002. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 6502.5 .S24 2002 READING 
ROOM 
 
 
 
 

Shipp, Steve. Latin American and Caribbean 
 Artists of the Modern Era. Jefferson, NC, 
London: McFarland & Co., 2003. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 6502.4 .S54 2003 READING 
ROOM 
 
Turner, Jane. Encyclopedia of Latin American & 
Caribbean Art. New York: Grove’s Dictionaries, 
1999. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 6502 .E53 1999 READING ROOM 
 
Urbajtel, Colette Alvarez, John Banville, Jean-
Claude Lemagny and Carlos Fuentes. Manuel 
Alvarex Bravo: Photopoetry. San Francisco: 
Chronicle Books, 2008. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: TR 647 .A482 M36 2008 ALVAREX 
BRAVO 
 
Zamora, Martha. Frida Kahlo: The Brush of 
Anguish. San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1990. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N44 K234 .Z36 1990 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


