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Missouri native artist Nick Cave, engages topics as diverse as racial stereotypes, cultural identity and

creative transformation in his artistic practice. In this research guide materials highlighting Nick
Cave’s practice and the evolution of his work were selected to provide contextualization for the
newly acquired piece, Property. In Property, Nick Cave transforms around 1,000 found objects, laden
with symbolic, personal and autobiographical meanings, into a highly charged, socially responsive
sculpture.

If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library

(816.751.12106). Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at:
nelson-atkins.org/library

Selected by | Amelia Nelson, Public Services Librarian

Nick Cave

Beckwith, Naomi, and Dieter Roelstraete. The Bell, Natalie. "Moving Forward: Nick Cave's
Freedom Principle: Experiments in Art and Music, Transcendent Sculptural Politics." _Ar Papers
1965 to Now. Chicago: Museum of Magazine 33, no. 2 (March 2009): 26-32. Art
Contemporary Art Chicago: The University of Source, EBSCOhost. Accessed June 29, 2016.
Chicago Press, 2015.
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Bruderlin, Markus, and Annelie Lutgens. At
& Fashion: Between Skin and Clothing. Bielefeld:
Kerber Verlag, 2011.

Cave, Nick, Andrew Bolton, Elvira Dyangani
Ose, and Nato Thompson. Nick Cave: Epitonze.
Munchen: Prestel, 2014.

Cave, Nick, and Fred Camper. Amalgamations:
Nick Cave: September 17—December 31, 2000: An
Exchibition. Allentown, Penn: Allentown Art
Museum, 2000.

Cave, Nick, Kenneth J. Foster, Kate Eilertsen,
Dan Cameron, and Pamela McClusky. Nick
Cave: Meet Me at the Center of the Earth. San
Francisco: Yerba Buena Center for the Arts,
20009.

Cave, Nick, Kyle MacMillan, William Morrow,
and Laura Caruso. Soujourn: Nick Cave.
Denver: Denver Art Museum, 2013.

Eicher, Joanne B., and Sandra Lee Evenson.
The Visible Self: Global Perspectives on Dress,
Culture and Society. 4th, Rev. Ed. London:
Bloomsbury Publishing Ltd, 2014.

Fleming, Jett, et al. Field, Road, Clond: Art and
Africa. Des Moines, lowa: Des Moines Art
Center, 2015.

Institute of Contemporary Art. “Art Talk: Art
Talk: An Interview with Nick Cave at the
Institute of Contemporary Art/Boston.”
Accessed June 23, 2016.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndvI8L.
a72A.

McLendon, Matthew. Re:Purposed. New York:
Scala, 2015.

Naomi Beckwith . "Cave, Nick." Grove Art
Online. Oxford Art Online. Oxford University
Press, Accessed June 23, 2016,

http://www.oxfordartonline.com/subsctibet/
article/grove/art/T2220510.

Rubell Family Collection, Robert Carleton
Hobbs, Franklin Sirmans, and Michele
Wallace. 30 Americans: Rubell Family Collection,
December 3, 2008—May 30, 2009. Miami, Fla:
Rubell, 2008.

Seattle Art Museum, Fowler Museum at
UCLA, and Brooklyn Museum. Disguise:
Mastks and Global African Art. Seattle: Seattle
Art Museum, 2015.

Sharp, Sarah Rose. “Nick Cave on “Tackling
Really Hard Issues’ with Art.” Hyperallergic
July 31, 2015. Accessed on June 23, 2016.
http://hyperallergic.com /226206 /nick-cave-

on-tackling-really-hard-issues-with-art/

Explore More...

Search the library’s collections at
libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org
Ask Us...

Spencer Art Reference Library Staff can help
nelson-atkins.org/library

f SpencerArtReferencelibrary

Image Credit

Nick Cave, American (b. 1959)

Property, 2014

Mixed media including found and fabricated
objects: iron shoeshine chair, vintage molds,
thistle seed, concrete figure, ceramic birds,
perfume-bottle birds, metal flowers, and strung
beads,

92 %X 239 1/2 X 53 inches.

Purchase: William Rockhill Nelson Trust through
the George H. and Elizabeth O. Davis Fund
2014.50.1-240.
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