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Resource List | 2019 
 
Access+Ability features more than 70 designs with, by and for people with physical, cognitive and sensory 

disabilities. The exhibition explores life-enhancing innovations developed in the last decade that increase 

access and connectivity. In this bibliography, we feature books about accessibility in museums, and 

resources about accessible design and the designers featured in the exhibition. 

If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library (telephone: 

816.751.1216).  Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at www.nelson-atkins.org  
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Accessibility in Museums 
 
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. 
“Access+Abillity”. October 19, 2019–February 
9, 2020. Accessed July 31, 2019. 
https://nelson-atkins.org/events/access-
ability/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
American Association of Museums. The 
Accessible Museum: Model Programs of Accessibility  
for Disabled and Older People. Washington DC: 
American Association of Museums, 1992. 
Call No. AM160 .A27 1992 
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Art Beyond Sight. “Disability and Inclusion – 
Museum Access: Inclusive Practices in 
Museums.” Accessed September 19, 2019. 
http://www.artbeyondsight.org/dic/module-6-
museum-access-inclusive-practices-by-museum-
teams/museum-access-inclusive-practices-by-
museum-teams/ 
 
Cole, Johnnetta B., editor; Lott, Laura L., editor; 
American Alliance of Museums, sponsoring 
body. Diversity, Equity, Accessibility, and Inclusion in 
Museums. Edited by Johnnetta Betsch Cole and 
Laura L. Lott. Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2019. 
Call No. AM11 .D58 2019 
 
Cooper Hewitt. “Accessibility: Articles, Object 
of the Day, Conversations, Meet the Hewitts, 
Short Stories and Careers in Color.” Accessed 
September 18, 2019. 
https://www.cooperhewitt.org/tag/accessibility  
 
Creating Museum Media for Everyone.  
“Making Exhibits Accessible.”  Accessed July 
26, 2019. 
http://www.openexhibits.org/research/cmme/
papers/ 
 
Dover, Caitlin. Jeffereis, Maya. “Educators from 
the Guggenheim, the Met, and MoMA Discuss 
Access at Museums.” Guggenheim (blog), July 22, 
2015. Accessed September 18, 2019 
https://www.guggenheim.org/blogs/checklist/
educators-from-the-guggenheim-the-met-and-

moma-discuss-access-at-museums. 
 
Levent, Nina Sobol, Alvaro Pascual-Leone, and 
Simon Lacey. Multisensory Museum: Cross-
Disciplinary Perspectives on Touch, Sound, Smell, 
Memory, and Space. Lanham, Maryland: Rowman 
& Littlefield, 2014. 
On Order 
 
National Endowment for the Arts. Design for 
Accessibility: A Cultural Administrator's Handbook. 
Washington DC: National Endowment for the 
Arts, 2003.  
Call No. AM160 .N38 2003 
 

Nelson, Loui Lord. Design and Deliver: Planning 
and Teaching Using Universal Design for Learning. 
Baltimore: Brookes Publishing Co, 2014. 
Call No: LB1031 .N365 2014 
 
Salmen, John P. S. Everyone's Welcome: The 
Americans with Disabilities Act and Museums. 
Washington DC: American Association of 
Museums, 1998.  
Call No. NA6695 .E95 1998 
 
Sandell, Richard. Re-Presenting Disability: Activism 
and Agency in the Museum. New York : Routledge, 
2010.  Call No. AM 7 .R455 2010 

Smithsonian Accessibility Program. Smithsonian 
Guidelines for Accessible Exhibition Design. 
Washington DC: Smithsonian, 1994.  
Call No. NA2545 .P5 S4 1994 and online, 
Accessed September 18, 2019: 
https://www.sifacilities.si.edu/ae_center/pdf/
Accessible-Exhibition-Design.pdf. 
 
Taft Museum. Touch Please: Sensory Tours for People 
with Disabilities: A Workbook. Cincinnati, OH: 
Taft Museum, 1995. 
Call No. AM160 .T68 1995 
 
Access, Design, and Designers 
ADA30 (American with Disabilities Act). 
“ADA - Findings, Purpose, and History | ADA 
Anniversary Tool Kit.”  Accessed September 
18, 2019.  
https://www.adaanniversary.org/findings_purp
ose#targetText=First%20introduced%20in%20
the%20100th,law%20on%20July%2026%2C%2
01990 
 
American Institute of Architects. Design for  
Aging Review. Mulgrave, Victoria, Australia: 
Images Publishing, 2008.  
Call No. NA2545 .A3 D484 2008 
 
Arieff, Allison. “Designing for Access.” New 
York Times. December 14, 2017. Accessed July 
26, 2019. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/14/opinio
n/design-disability-accessibility-cooper-
hewitt.html 
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http://www.openexhibits.org/research/cmme/papers/
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https://www.guggenheim.org/blogs/checklist/educators-from-the-guggenheim-the-met-and-moma-discuss-access-at-museums
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https://www.adaanniversary.org/findings_purpose#targetText=First%20introduced%20in%20the%20100th,law%20on%20July%2026%2C%201990
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“The Disabled List.” The Disabled List. 
Accessed September 23, 2019. 
https://www.disabledlist.org/ 
 
DO-IT. “The Center for Universal Design in 
Education.” Accessed July 26, 2019.  
https://www.washington.edu/doit/programs/c
enter-universal-design-education/overview 
 
DO-IT.  “Equal Access: Universal Design of 
Conference Exhibits and Presentations.” 
Accessed July 26, 2019.  
https://www.washington.edu/doit/equal-
access-universal-design-conference-exhibits-
and-presentations 
 
Fitzsimons, Duncan.  “How I Invented A 
Unique Product.”  Accessed July 26, 2019.  
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/news-
opinion/video-how-i-invented-unique-product-
duncan-fitzsimons-morph-wheels 
 
Graves, Michael.  “Michael Graves at 
TEDMED 2011.” Accessed September 18, 
2019. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fiEB3Kt
zj8  
 
KCPT (Kansas City Public Television). “What 
Accessible Design Means For People With 
Disabilities.”  June 02, 2018. Accessed July 26, 
2019.  https://www.pbs.org/video/what-
accessible-design-means-for-people-with-
disabilities-1527965234/ 
 
Kroeker, Matthew. “Matthew Kroeker: Studio 
of Industrial Design.”  Accessed July 26, 2019.  
https://matthewkroeker.com/about-1-2 
 
Hamraie, Aimi. Building Access: Universal Design 
and the Politics of Disability. 3rd ed. edition. 
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 
2017. 
On Order 

 
Holmes, Kat.  Mismatch: How Inclusion Shapes 
Design.  Cambridge, Massachusetts: The MIT 
Press, 2018.     
Call No: NK1520 .H64 2018 
 

Lupton, Ellen. The Senses: Design Beyond Vision. 
New York: Copper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design 
Museum : Princeton Architectural Press, 2018.  
Call No: N8241.3 S46 2018 
 
Microsoft Design. “Inclusive Design.” Accessed 
September 23, 2019. 
https://www.microsoft.com/design/inclusive/ 
Jackson, Liz. “The Girl with the Purple Cane.” 
Accessed September 23, 2019. 
https://www.thegirlwiththepurplecane.com/ 
 
Pullin, Graham. Design Meets Disability. 
Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press, 2011 
Call No: NK 1110 .P85 2009 
 
Rajagopal, Avinash. 2013. “Hospital Transit.” 

Metropolis: Architecture Design 33 (2): 30. 

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct

=true&db=asu&AN=90283090&site=ehost-

live  

Steinfeld, Edward. Jordana Maisel. Universal 
Design: Creating Inclusive Environments. Hoboken: 
John Wiley & Sons. 2012. 
On Order 
 
TED Talks. “Designing for Disability: Good 
Design – and Smart Technology – Should Fuel 
Inclusivity.” Accessed July 26, 2019.   
https://www.ted.com/playlists/372/designing_
for_disability 
 
Ulrich, Roger S. "Effects of Interior Design on 
Wellness: Theory and Recent Scientific 
Research." Journal of Health Care Interior Design : 
Proceedings from the ... Symposium on Health Care 
Interior Design. Symposium on Health Care Interior 
Design. 3: 97-109. Accessed September 18, 2019. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/131
73950_Effects_of_interior_design_on_wellness
_Theory_and_recent_scientific_research/link/5
633462708ae5848780aafde/download 
 
Volner, Ian. Michael Graves: Design for Life. New 
York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2017. 
On Order 
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Williamson, Bess. Accessible America: A History of 
Disability and Design.  New York: New York 
University Press, 2019. 
Call No: HV1553 .W55 2019 
 
Yoo, Yeongkyu. “YD: Yanko Design.”  
Accessed July 26, 2019. 
https://www.yankodesign.com/tag/yeongkyu-
yoo/ 
 
Image Credits 
Afari mobility aid, 2010-14. Designed by 
Elizabeth Dopey and Stephen Gilson. 
Manufactured by Mobility Technologies. 
Aluminum, BMX bike wheels, bike 
components. Photo courtesy of Mobility 
Technologies 
 
Prosthetic Leg Covers, ca. 2011. Designed and 
manufactured by McCauley Wanner, Canadian 
(born 1986) and Ryan Palibroda, Canadian 
(born 1980) for Alleles Design Studio, Victoria, 
British Columbia, Canada (founded 2013). 
Digitally fabricated ABS plastic, polyurethane 
straps, metal hooks. Photo courtesy of The 
ALLELES Design Studio Ltd. 
 
Soundshirt and Sound Miniskirt (prototype), 

2015–16. Designed by Francesca Rosella 

(Italian) and Ryan Genz (American) for 

CuteCircuit, London, England, UK (founded 

2004). Stretch microfiber fabric with laser-cut 

decoration and embedded with 16 micro-

actuators. Photo courtesy of CuteCircuit. © 

Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum 

Explore More…  
Search the library’s collections at 
libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org  
Ask Us… 
Spencer Art Reference Library Staff can help  
nelson-atkins.org/library 
      SpencerArtReferenceLibrary 
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