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Wendell Castle’s work exists simultaneously as functional objects and as sculptural forms because 
throughout his practice he saw no distinction between form and function. Castle not only challenged the 
boundaries of furniture and art he also employed innovative materials and processes to create sculptural 
furniture. In this bibliography, we have included titles about Castle, and works on 20th century studio 
furniture. 
 
If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library (telephone: 

816.751.1216).  Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at www.nelson-atkins.org  

Selected by:  
Roberta Wagener | Library Assistant, Public Services 
 
 

Wendell Castle 
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. Wendell 
Castle: Shifting Vocabularies. June 23, 2018 –
January 20, 2019. Accessed April 11, 2018. 
https://www.nelson-
atkins.org/events/wendell-castle/ 
 
 
 
 
 

Archer, Sarah. “Wendell Castle, a Legend of the 
Furniture and Design Worlds, Dies at 85.” 
Hyperallergic. January 23, 2018. Accessed 
February 15, 2018. 
https://hyperallergic.com/422908/wendell-
castle-obituary/ 
 
 
 
 

Motown, 2016 by Wendell Castle 
   

Dante’s Heaven, 2015 by Wendell Castle Wendell Castle with maquettes 

http://www.nelson-atkins.org/
https://www.nelson-atkins.org/events/wendell-castle/
https://www.nelson-atkins.org/events/wendell-castle/
https://hyperallergic.com/422908/wendell-castle-obituary/
https://hyperallergic.com/422908/wendell-castle-obituary/
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Eerdmans, Emily. Wendell Castle: A Catalogue 
Raisonné, 1958–2012. New York: The Artist 
Book Foundation, 2014. 
Call No: CASTLE WENDELL NK2439 .C3 
A4 2014 
 
Gordon, Alastair. Wendell Castle: Wandering 
Forms: Works from 1959 to 1979. New York: 
Gregory R. Miller & Co.; Ridgefield: Aldrich 
Museum of Contemporary Art, 2012. 
Call No: CASTLE WENDELL NK2439 .C3 
A4 2012 
 
Hardy, Saralyn Reece, Susan Earle, Lara 
Kuykendall, and Charles C. Eldredge. Wendell 
Castle: About Time. Lawrence: Spencer Museum 
of Art, University of Kansas, 2008. 
Call No: CASTLE WENDELL N6537 .C364 
A4 2008 
 
Jacobson, Sebby Wilson. "Wendell Castle a 
Portrait of the Artist as a Very Young 
Octogenarian." American Craft 72, no. 6 
(Dec2012/Jan2013): 68-77. Art & Architecture 
Source, EBSCOhost (accessed February 15, 
2018). 
 
Langland, Tuck. "The Art Furniture of Wendell 
Castle: A Master Sculptor Ignores the Imaginary 
Line Between Fine Art and Craft." Sculpture 
Review 66, no. 3 (Fall 2017): 30-37. Art & 
Architecture Source, EBSCOhost (accessed 
February 16, 2018). 
 
Manfra, Laurie. "Shifting Shapes and Breaking 
the Rules." American Craft. 68, no. 5 (Oct/Nov 
2008): 58-67. Art & Architecture Source, 
EBSCOhost (accessed February 16, 2018). 
 
Martin, Hannah. “Wendell Castle, Father of 
American Art Furniture, Dies at 85.” 
Architectural Digest. January 22, 2018. Accessed 
June 7, 2018. 
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/we
ndell-castle-father-of-american-art-furniture-
dies-at-85 
 
 
 

Morgan Gallery. Wendell Castle: Coming to Grips. 
Kansas City: Morgan Gallery, 1994. 
Call No: CASTLE WENDELL NB237 .C377 
A4 1994 
 
Roberts, Sam. “Wendell Castle, 85, Dies; 
Blurred the Line Between Furniture and Art.” 
The New York Times. January 26, 2018. Accessed 
February 15, 2018. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/26/obitua
ries/wendell-castle-dies.html 
 
Taragin, Davira Spiro, and Joseph Giovanni. 
Furniture by Wendell Castle. New York: Hudson 
Hill Press, in association with the Founders 
Society, Detroit Institute of Arts, 1989. 
Call No: N44 C466 .T37 1989 
 
Wendell Castle. New York: Barry Friedman Ltd., 
2008. 
Call No: CASTLE WENDELL NB237 .C377 
A4 2008 
 
20th Century Furniture 
Bayer, Patricia, ed. The Fine Art of the Furniture 
Maker: Conversations with Wendell Castle, Artist, and 
Penelope Hunter-Stiebel, Curator, About Selected 
Works from The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
Rochester: The Memorial Art Gallery of the 
University of Rochester, 1981. 
Call No: NK2215 .N5 M43 
 
Cooke, Edward S., Kelly H. L’Ecuyer, Gerald 
W.R. Ward, and Pat Warner. The Maker’s Hand: 
American Studio Furniture, 1940–1990. Boston: 
MFA Publications, 2003. 
Call No: NK2408 .C66 2003 
 
Cooke, Edward S. New American Furniture: The 
Second Generation of Studio Furnituremakers. 
Boston: Museum of Fine Arts, 1989. 
Call No: NK2408 .C6 1989 
 
D’Alton, Martina, Holly Hotcher. Against the 
Grain: Wood in Contemporary Art, Craft and Design. 
New York: Museum of Arts and Design: 
Monacelli Press, 2012. 
Call No: NB1250 .A33 2012 
 

https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/wendell-castle-father-of-american-art-furniture-dies-at-85
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/wendell-castle-father-of-american-art-furniture-dies-at-85
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/wendell-castle-father-of-american-art-furniture-dies-at-85
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/26/obituaries/wendell-castle-dies.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/26/obituaries/wendell-castle-dies.html
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Fitzgerald, Oscar P. Studio Furniture of the Renwick 
Gallery, Smithsonian American Art Museum. 
Washington: Smithsonian American Art 
Museum in association with Fox Chapel Pub., 
2008. 
Call No: NK2408 .F58 2008 
Joseph, Peter T., Witold Rybczynski and Arthur 
C. Danto. Masterworks. New York: Peter Joseph 
Gallery, 1991. 
Call No: NK2408 .J67 1991 
 
Iovine, Julie V. and Todd Merrell. Modern 
Americana: Studio Furniture from High Craft to High 
Glam. New York: Rizzoli, 2008. 
Call No: NK2408 .M663 2008 
 
Lovenheim, Barbara. Breaking Ground: A Century 
of Craft Art in Western New York. Rochester: The 
Memorial Art Gallery of the University of 
Rochester in association with Hudson Hills 
Press, 2010. 
Call No: NK835 .N7 W473 2010 
 
Johnson, Bebe Pritam and Warren Eames 
Johnson. Speaking of Furniture: Conversations with 
14 American Masters. New York: The Artist Book 
Foundation, 2013. 
Call No: NK2231 .J65 2013 
 
Strauss, Cindi, Janet Koplos and Susie J. Silbert. 
Beyond Craft: Decorative Arts from the Leatrice S. and 
Melvin B. Eagle Collection. Houston: The Museum 
of Fine Arts Houston, 2014. 
Call No: NK808 .M87 2014 
 
Image Credit 
Wendell Castle, American (1932–2018). Motown, 

2016. Stained Ash, 34 1/4 × 65 × 40 inches. 

Courtesy of Wendell Castle Studio and Friedman 

Benda, Photography by Dan Kukla. 

Wendell Castle, American (1932–2018). Dante’s 
Heaven, 2015 
Bronze 
2 parts: 89 x 75.5 x 52.75 inches 
87.75 x 58.25 x 41.75 inches 
 
Explore More…  
Search the library’s collections at 
libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org  

Ask Us… 
Spencer Art Reference Library Staff can help  
nelson-atkins.org/library 
      SpencerArtReferenceLibrary 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/nelsonatkins

