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The practice of drinking tea first developed in China, and later travelled to Japan and throughout Asia. By
the 1750s tea was widely drank in England and by 1790 it had spread to New England. The ceremony and
etiquette of tea drinking varied widely in the Eastern and Western tradition. This bibliography
concentrates on the history of tea in Asia and includes general introductions on the history of tea in the
East, the tea ceremony, and titles about the contrasting histories of tea in the East and in the West.

If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library (telephone:
816.751.1216). Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at www.nelson-atkins.org

Selected by:
Roberta Wagener | Library Assistant, Public Services
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Image Credits

(left to right)

Oribe Ware Side Dish for the Tea Ceremony Meal,
Momoyama Period (1568-1615),

Oribe ware; stone ware with green and tranparent
glazes, underglaze iron oxide and white slip-
painted designs

Dimensions: 3 15/16x23/8x23/8 in.

Gift of Mrs. George H. Bunting Jr.

80-39/7
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Image Credits continued

Tea Bow!

Late 16th-early 17th century,

Karatsu ware; glazed stoneware
Dimensions:3 x 5 1/2 in.

Purchase: William Rockhill Nelson Trust
32-62/6

Tea Caddy

16 century,

Seto ware; iron-glazed stoneware with ivory lid
Dimensions: 3 1/8 in.

Gift of Sadajiro Yamanaka

33-10/19 A,B

Explore More...

Search the library’s collections at
libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org
Ask Us...

Spencer Art Reference Library Staff can belp
nelson-atkins.org/library

f SpencerArtReferenceLibrary
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