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Library Guide  
Napoleon: Power and Splendor 

 
Resource List | October 2018 
During his rule as emperor, Napoleon maintained an elaborate household and court. In support of the 
exhibition, Napoleon: Power and Splendor, the Library presents this bibliography on Napoleon and his 
household. Included are titles about life in the Imperial household, general titles about the life of 
Napoleon as well as resources exploring art during the Napoleonic Era. The list concludes with titles 
about costume and textiles of the period, the decorative arts, individual artists, and titles that provide 
historical context. If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference 
Library (telephone: 816.751.1216).  Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at 
www.nelson-atkins.org  
 
Selected by:  
Roberta Wagener | Library Assistant, Public Services 
 

Imperial Household 
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. Napoleon: 
Power and Splendor. October 26, 2018–March 3, 
2019. Accessed May 18, 2018. 
https://www.nelson-
atkins.org/events/napoleon-power-splendor/ 

 
Cordier, Sylvain, ed. Napoleon: The Imperial 
Household. Montreal: Museum of Fine Arts; New 
Haven: Distributed by Yale University Press, 
2018. 
Call No: N6487 .N37 2018 

 
Sèvres Imperial Manufactory, tabletop decoration 

painted by Jean-François Robert, table called “of 

the imperial palaces,” later “of the royal palaces” 

1811–1814 

Andrea Appiani. Portrait of Napoleon Bonaparte, 

First Consul, in the Uniform of a General in the 

Army of Italy, 1801 

Workshop of Baron François-Pascal-Simon 

Gérard. Bust-length Portrait of Napoleon in 

Ceremonial Robes, ca. 1805-1814 

http://www.nelson-atkins.org/
https://www.nelson-atkins.org/events/napoleon-power-splendor/
https://www.nelson-atkins.org/events/napoleon-power-splendor/
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Benoît, Jérémie. Napoléon et Versailles. Paris: 
Edition de la Réunion des Musées Nationaux, 
2005. 
Call No: NK947 .B46 2005 
 
Caracciolo, Maria Teresa. Les Soeurs de Napoléon: 
Trois Destins Italiens=Italian Lives, Napoleon’s Three 
Sisters. Paris: Musée Marmottan Monet, 2013. 
Call No: N6847 .S64 2013 
 
DeLorme, Eleanor P. Joséphine and the Arts of the 
Empire.  Los Angeles: J. Paul Getty Museum, 
2005. 
Call No: N6846 .J67 2005 
 
Cartier, Yves. Napoléon à Fontainebleau. Paris: 
Réunion des Musées Nationaux, 2003. 
Call No: DC203.9 .N2125 2003 
 
Levy, Martin. Napoleon in Exile: The Houses and 
Furniture Supplied by the British Government for the 
Emperor and His Entourage on St. Helena. England: 
Furniture History Society, 1998. 
Call No: DC211 .L48 1998 
 
Mansel, Philip. The Court of France: 1789–1830. 
Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 1991. 
Call No: DC33.5 .M34 1991 
 
Mansel, Philip. The Eagle in Splendour: Inside the 
Court of Napoleon. London: I.B. Tauris, 2015. 
Call No: DC203 .M35 2015 
 
Masson, Frédéric. Napoléon Che Lui: La Journée de 
l’Empereur aux Tuileries. Paris: Tallandier, 1977. 
Call No: DC203 .M415 1977 
 
Rappé, Tamara. France in Russia: Empress 
Josephine’s Malmaison Collection. London: 
Fontanka, 2007. 
Call No: N5262 .J67 F73 2007 
 
Robbe, Emile, ed. Napoléon à Sainte Hélène: La 
Conquête de la Mémoire. Paris: Gallimard/Musée 
de l’Armée, 2016. 
Call No: DC211 .N35 2016 
 
 

Samoyault-Verlet, Colombe and Jean-Pierre 
Samoyault. Châteaux de Fontainebleau: Musée 
Napoléon Ier: Napoléon et la Famille Impériale, 1804–
1815. Paris: Ministère de la Culture et de la 
Communication, Éditions de la Réunion des 
musées nationaux, 1986. 
Call No: N6847 .N36 1986 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Art and Napoleon’s Time 
Arizzoli-Clémentel, Pierre, et al. Aux Armes & 
Aux Arts!: Les Arts des la Révolution 1789–1799. 
Paris: A. Biro, 1988. 
Call No: N6846 .A95 1988 
 
Chevallier, Bernard and Marc Walter. Empire 
Splendor: French Taste in the Age of Napoleon. New 
York: Vendome Press, 2008. 
Call No: NK2049 .A1 C48 2008 
 
Ebeling, Jörg and Ulrich Leben. Empire Style:  
The Hôtel de Beauharnais in Paris: The German 
Ambassador’s Residence in Paris. Paris: 
Flammarion, 2016. 
Call No: NA4445 .F82 P37 2016 
 
Gontar, Cybele. “Neoclassicism.” In Heilbrunn 
Timeline of Art History. New York: The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2003. Accessed 
July 19, 2018. 
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/neoc_1
/hd_neoc_1.htm 
 
Humbert, Jean-Marcel. Egyptomania: Egypt in 
Western Art, 1730–1930. Ottawa: National 
Gallery of Canada; Paris: Réunion des Musées 
Nationaux, 1994. 
Call No: N6351.2 .H85 1994 
 
Leniaud, Jean-Michel. Napoleon et les Arts.  
Paris: Citadelles & Mazenod, 2012. 
Call No: N6847 .L46 2012 
 
Louvre. Power Play. Home Page.  
Accessed April 20, 2018. 
https://www.louvre.fr/en/expositions/power-
plays 
 
 
 

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/neoc_1/hd_neoc_1.htm
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/neoc_1/hd_neoc_1.htm
https://www.louvre.fr/en/expositions/power-plays
https://www.louvre.fr/en/expositions/power-plays
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Musée National des Château de Versailles et de 
Trianon. Versailles et les Tables Royales en Europe: 
XVIIème –XIXème Siècles. Paris: Réunion des 
musées nationaux, 1993. 
Call No: TX871 .V47 1993 
 
Nouvel, Odile. Symbols of Power: Napoleon and the 
Art of the Empire Style, 1800–1815. New York: 
American Federation of the Arts; Paris: Musée 
des Arts Décoratifs, 2007. 
Call No: NK1372 .N68 2007 
 
Padiyar, Satish, Philip Shaw and Philippa 
Simpson. Visual Culture and the Revolutionary and 
Napoleonic Wars. London, New York: Routledge, 
2017. 
Call No: N8260 .V57 2017 
 
Porterfield, Todd and Susan L. Siegfried. Staging 
Empire: Napoleon, Ingres, and David.  University 
Park: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 
2006. 
Call No:  N72 .P6 P67 2006 
 
William Rockhill Nelson Gallery of Art and 
Mary Atkins Museum of Fine Arts. The Taste of 
Napoleon: A Loan Exhibition Sponsored by The 
Society of Fellows. The Nelson Gallery and Atkins 
Museum Bulletin, v. 4 no. 10, 1969. Kansas 
City: The Nelson Gallery and Atkins Museum, 
1969. 
Call No: Reading Room N582 .K31 1969 no. 3  
 
Wilson-Smith, Timothy. Napoleon and His Artists. 
London: Constable, 1996. 
Call No: N6846.5 .N3 W55 1996 
 
Napoleon, General 
Alexander, R.S. Napoleon. London: Arnold;  
New York: Co-published in the United States of 
America by Oxford University Press, 2001. 
Call No: DC203.9 .A5 2001 
 
Bell, David A. Napoleon: A Concise Biography. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 2016. 
Call No: Forthcoming 
 
 
 

Chevallier, Bernard, Jean Tulard, Christophe 
Pincemaille, and Thomas Michael Gunther. 
Napoleon. Memphis: Lithograph Publishing 
Company, 1993. 
Call No: DC203.8 .C54 1993 
 
Dwyer, Philip. Napoleon: The Path to Power.  
New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008. 
Call No: DC205 .D95 2008 
 
Gontar, Cybele. “Empire Style, 1800–1815.” In 
Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History. New York: The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2004. Accessed 
May 2, 2018. 
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/empr/h
d_empr.htm 
 
Hall, Henry Foljambe. Napoleon’s Letters to 
Josephine: Correspondence of War, Politics, Family and 
Love: 1796–1814. UK: Leonaur, 2010. 
Call No: DC213 .A2 2010 
 
Knapton, Ernest John. Empress Josephine. 
Cambridge; London: Havard University Press, 
1962, 1982. 
Call No: DC216.1 .K53 1982 
 
Lyons, Martyn. Napoleon Bonaparte and the Legacy 
of the French Revolution. Houndmills, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire: Macmillan, 1994. 
Call No: DC201 .L96 1994 
 
Martin, Andrew. Napoleon the Novelist. 
Cambridge: Polity Press; Malden: Blackwell, 
2000. 
Call No: DC214 .M37 2000 
 
O’Meara, Barry Edward. Napoleon in Exile: Or, A 
Voice from St. Helena. The Opinions and Reflections of 
Napoleon on the Most Important Events in his Life 
and Government, in his Own Words.  New York: 
AMS Press, [2018]. 
Call No: DC213.2 .N37 2018 
 
Palmer, Alan. Napoleon & Marie Louise: The 
Emperor’s Second Wife. New York: St. Martin’s 
Press, 2001. 
Call No: DC216.2 .P35 2001 
 
 

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/empr/hd_empr.htm
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/empr/hd_empr.htm
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Roberts, Andrew. Napoleon: A Life.  
New York: Penguin, 2015. 
Call No: DC203 .R68 2015 
 
Tulard, Jean. Le Sacre de l’Empereur Napoléon: 
Histoire et Légende. Paris: Fayard; Editions de la 
Réunion des Musées Nationaux, 2004. 
Call No: DC206 .T85 2004 
 
Costume and Textiles 
Blum, Dilys. Illusion and Reality: Fashion in France, 
1700–1900. Houston: Museum of Fine Arts, 
1986. 
Call No: GT860 .B57 1986 
 
Coural, Jean and Chantal Gastinel-Coural. Silks 
From the Palaces of Napoleon. New York: Fashion 
Institute of Technology, 1983. 
Call No: NK8949 .A1 S55 1983 
 
Forray-Carlier, Anne. L’Art de la Soie Prelle, 
1752–2002: Des Ateliers Lyonnais aux Palais 
Parisiens: 20 Novembre 2002–23 Février 2003, 
Musée Carnavalet, Histoire de Paris. Paris: Paris 
Musées; Courbevoie: ACR, 2002. 
Call No: NK8949 .A1 A78 2002 
 
Joannis, Claudette. Joséphine, Impératrice de la 
Mode: L’Élégance Sous l’Empire. Paris: Réunion 
des musées nationaux, 2007. 
Call No: DC216.1 .J67 2007 
 
Mansel, Philip. Dressed to Rule: Royal and Court 
Costume from Louis XIV to Elizabeth II. New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 2005. 
Call No: GT1754 .M36 2005 
 
Schoeser, Mary and Kathleen Dejardin. French 
Textiles From 1760 to the Present. London: 
Laurence King, 1991. 
Call No: NK8849 .S36 1991 
 
Zieseniss, Charles-Otto. The Age of Napoleon: 
Costume from Revolution to Empire, 1789–1815. 
New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1989 
Call No: GT860 .A34 1989 
 
 
 

Decorative Arts 
Galeries Nationales du Grand Palais. Un Âge d’or 
des Arts Décoratifs, 1814–1848. Paris: Réunion 
des Musées Nationaux, 1991. 
Call No: NK1449 .A43 1991 
 
Ledoux-Lebard, Denise. Versailles, Le Petit 
Trianon: Le Mobilier des Inventaires de 1807, 1810 et 
1839. Paris: Éditions de l’Amateur, 1989. 
Call No: NK2548 .L43 1989 
 
Margon, Lester. Masterpieces of European Furniture, 
1300–1840: A Compendium, With Photographs, 
Measured Drawings and Descriptive Commentary. 
New York: Architectural Book Publishing, 
1968. 
Call No: NK2525 .M3 1968 
 
Montesdeoca, Fernando. L’Âge d’Or du Verre en 
France, 1800–1830: Verreries de L’Empire et de la 
Restauration. Levallois-Perret: FM, 2001. 
Call No: NK5149 .A1 M66 2001 
 
Paredes, Liana. Sèvres Then and Now: Tradition and 
Innovation in Porcelain, 1750–2000. Washington: 
Hillwood Museum and Gardens Foundation in 
association with G. Giles Limited, London, 
2009. 
Call No: NK4390 .P37 2009 
 
Préaud, Tamara, et al. The Sèvres Porcelain 
Manufactory: Alexandre Brongniart and the Triumph 
of Art and Industry, 1800–1847. New Haven: Yale 
University Press for The Bard Graduate Center 
for Studies in the Decorative Arts, New York, 
1997. 
Call No: NK4390 .B76 1997 
 
Samoyault, Jean-Pierre and Amaury Lefébure. 
Meubles Entrés Sous le Premier Empire: Meubles 
d’Architecture, de Rangement, de Travail, d’Agrément 
et de Confort. Paris: Réunion des Musées 
Nationaux, 2004. 
Call No: NK2548 .M87 2004 
 
Individual Artists 
Bellenger, Sylvain. Girodet, 1767–1824. Paris: 
Gallimard; Musée du Louvre Éditions, 2005. 
Call No: GIRODET-TRIOSON ND553 .G57 
B45 2005 
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Bordes, Philippe. Jacques-Louis David: Empire to 
Exile. New Haven: Yale University Press; 
Williamstown: Sterling and Francine Clark Art 
Institute, 2005. 
Call No: N6853 .D2853 A4 2005 
 
Crow, Thomas. Emulation: David, Drouais, and 
Girodet in the Art of Revolutionary France. New 
Haven: Yale University Press in association with 
The Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles, 
1995, 2006. 
Call No: N6846.5 .N4 C76 2006 
 
Friedman, Ann. “A Romantic View of Battle: 
Gros's ‘Murat Defeating the Turkish Army at 
Aboukir.’” Bulletin of the Detroit Institute of Arts, 
vol. 76, no. 1/2, 2002, pp. 50–61. JSTOR. 
Accessed August 21, 2018. JSTOR, 
www.jstor.org/stable/23183139 
 
Galitz, Kathryn Calley. François Gérard: 
Portraiture, Scandal, and the Art of Power in 
Napoleonic France. New York: The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, 2013. Metropolitan Museum of 
Art Bulletin, v. 71 no. 1, Summer 2013. 
Call No: N610 .A2 2013 v. 71 no. 1 
 
Galitz, Kathryn Calley. “The Legacy of Jacques 
Louis David (1748–1825).” In Heilbrunn Timeline 
of Art History. New York: The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, 2004. Accessed May 23, 2018. 
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/jldv/h
d_jldv.htm 
 
Lee, Simon. David. London: Phaidon, 1999. 
Call No: DAVID ND553 .D25 S57 1999 
 
Lelièvre, Pierre. Vivant Denon: Homme des 
Lumières “Ministre des Arts” de Napoléon. Paris: 
Picard, 1993. 
Call No: DENON DOMINIQUE VIVANT 
N6853 .D4 L44 1993  
 
Musée du Louvre. Dominique-Vivant Denon: l’Oeil 
de Napoléon. Paris: Réunion des Musées 
Nationaux, 1999. 
Call No: DENON DOMINIQUE VIVANT 
N6853 .D4 D66 1999 
 

O’Brien, David. After the Revolution: Antoine-Jean 
Gros, Painting and Propaganda Under Napoleon. 
University Park: The Pennsylvania State 
University Press, 2006. 
Call No: GROS ND553 .G85 O37 2005 
 
Pupil, François and Bodo Hofstetter. Jean-
Baptiste Isabey (1767–1855): Portraitiste de 
L’Europe. Paris: Réunion des musées nationaux, 
2005. 
Call No: ISABEY ND1337 .F7 I77 A4 2005 
 
Historical Context 
Bainbridge, Simon. Napoleon and English 
Romanticism. Cambridge, New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1995. 
Call No: PR457 .B25 1995 
 
Feigenbaum, Gail, et al. Jefferson’s America and 
Napoleon’s France: An Exhibition for the Louisiana 
Purchase Bicentennial. New Orleans: New Orleans 
Museum of Art; Seattle: in association with the 
University of Washington Press, 2003. 
Call No: N72 .H58 F45 2003 
 
Proctor, Candice E. Women, Equality and the 
French Revolution. New York: Greenwood Press, 
1990. 
Call No: HQ1613 .P76 1990 
 
Shaw, Philip. Waterloo and the Romantic 
Imagination. New York: Palgrave/Macmillan, 
2002. 
Call No: PR468 .W38 S53 2002 
 
Tocqueville, Alexis de. François Furet and 
François Mélonio, eds. Alan S. Kahan, trans. The 
Old Regime and the Revolution. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press, 1998-2001. 2 volumes 
Call No: DC138 .T63 1998 
 
Image Credits 

Workshop of Baron François-Pascal-Simon 

Gérard (1770-1837). Bust-length Portrait of 

Napoleon in Ceremonial Robes, ca. 1805-1814. Oil 

on canvas. The Montreal Museum of Fine 

Arts, Ben Weider Collection. Photo MMFA, 

Christine Guest. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/23183139
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/jldv/hd_jldv.htm
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/jldv/hd_jldv.htm
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Andrea Appiani (1754‐ 1817). Portrait of 

Napoleon Bonaparte, First Consul, in the Uniform of 

a General in the Army of Italy, 1801. Oil on 

canvas. Montreal, private collection. Photo 

MMFA, Christine Guest. 

Sèvres Imperial Manufactory, tabletop 

decoration painted by Jean‐ François Robert, 

table called “of the imperial palaces,” later “of 

the royal palaces” 1811–1814, altered between 

1814 and 1817. Hard porcelain, gilt bronze. 

Private collection. Photo courtesy of 

Sotheby’s. 

Explore More…  
Search the library’s collections at 
libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org  
Ask Us… 
Spencer Art Reference Library Staff can help  
nelson-atkins.org/library 
      SpencerArtReferenceLibrary 

 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/nelsonatkins

