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Library Guide  
Luxury: Treasure of the Roman Empire 
 

 
Cup with Centaurs, 1–100 C.E. Roman. Silver and gold 

 
Resource List | 2016 
 
The elite class of the Roman Empire used luxury goods to convey their status in Roman society. The material, 

craftsmanship and subjects depicted communicated the wealth, sophistication and power of the owner. In 1831 

a collection of over 50 pounds of silver objects was discovered by a farmer in Berthouville, a village in 

Northwestern France. Known as the Berthouville treasure, this collection of Roman luxury goods was 

originally dedicated to the god Mercury at a sanctuary in Berthouville. In this bibliography, we have included 

titles about the Berthouville Treasure and other Roman treasures, as well as general works on Roman luxury 

items. Also listed are books about Roman silver, glass, jewelry and gems, and titles exploring the history of this 

ancient culture.  

If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library (telephone: 

816.751.1216).  Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at www.nelson-atkins.org  
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Explore More…  
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Ask Us… 
Spencer Art Reference Library Staff can help  
nelson-atkins.org/library 
      SpencerArtReferenceLibrary 
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