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Watercolor painting in America has varied widely in subject, scale and technique.  Watercolor is a medium 
with the capacity to be fluid or precise, translucent or opaque.  Since the mid-nineteenth century, 
American artists have used watercolor to create works for personal fulfillment, preparatory study, and 
exhibition.   
 
This bibliography, created in conjunction with the exhibition Drip, Splatter, Wash: American Watercolor,  
1860 – 1960, includes books about American watercolors, titles about individual artists, and titles about 
the history of watercolor painting.  All of the resources listed here are in the collection of the Spencer Art 
Reference Library, unless otherwise noted. If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the 
Spencer Art Reference Library (telephone: 816.751.1216).  Library hours and services are listed on the 
Museum’s website at www.nelson-atkins.org  
 
Selected by:  
Roberta Wagener | Library Assistant, Public Services 
 

American Watercolor, General 
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. Drip, 
Splatter, Wash: American Watercolors, 1860–1960. 
May 19, 2016–November 20, 2016. Accessed 
March 30, 2016. 
http://www.nelson-
atkins.org/art/exhibitions/drip-splatter-wash-
american-watercolor-1860-1960/ 
 

 
Adams, Henry and Margaret Stenz. American 
Drawings and Watercolors from the Kansas City 
Region. Kansas City: The Nelson-Atkins 
Museum of Art, 1992. 
Call No: NC105 .N45 1992 
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Avery, Kevin J. “Nineteenth-Century American 
Drawings.” In Heilbrunn Timeline of Art 
History. New York: The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, 2000–. Accessed March 30, 2016. 
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/amdr2/
hd_amdr2.htm 
 
Clark, Carol. The Robert Lehman Collection VIII: 
American Drawings and Watercolors. New York: 
Metropolitan Museum of Art; Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1992. 
Call No: N611 .L43 N49 v. 8 
 
Cohn, Marjorie B., and Rachel Rosenfield Lafo. 
Wash and Gouache: A Study of the Development of the 
Materials of Watercolor. [Cambridge, Mass.]: 
Center for Conservation and Technical Studies, 
Fogg Art Museum, 1977. 
Call No: ND2430 C63 
 
Ferber, Linda S. and Barbara Dayer Gallati.  
Masters of Color and Light: Homer, Sargent, and the 
American Watercolor Movement. Washington: 
Brooklyn Museum of Art in association with 
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1998. 
Call No: ND1807 .F47 1998 
 
National Gallery of Scotland. Awash in Colour: 
Great American Watercolours from the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston. Edinburgh: National Gallery of 
Scotland, 1996. 
Call No: ND1805 .A92 1996 
 
Reed, Sue Welsh, Carol Troyen, Roy L. 
Perkinson, Annette Manick and Cynthia M. 
Purvis. Awash in Color: Homer, Sargent and the 
Great American Watercolor. Boston: Museum of 
Fine Arts in association with Bulfinch Press, 
Little, Brown, 1993. 
Call No: ND1807 .R44 1993 
 
Stebbins, Theodore E., John Caldwell and Carol 
Troyen. American Master Drawings and Watercolors: 
A History of Works on Paper from Colonial Times to 
the Present. New York: Harper & Row, 1976. 
Call No: ND1805 .S73 1976 
 
 
 

Strickler, Susan E., ed.  American Traditions in 
Watercolor: the Worcester Art Museum Collection. 
Worcester: Worcester Art Museum; New York: 
Abbeville Press, 1987. 
Call No: ND1805 .W67 1987 
 
Terra Museum of American Art. Five American 
Masters of Watercolor: Winslow Homer, John Singer 
Sargent, Maurice Prendergast, John Marin, Charles 
Burchfield: [exhibition] May 5 –July 12, 1981. 
Evanston: The Museum, 1981. 
Call No: ND1807 .F58 1981 
 
Weber, Bruce. Drawn from Tradition: American 
Drawings and Watercolors from the Susan and Herbert 
Adler Collection. New York: Hudson Hills Press 
in association with the Norton Gallery of Art, 
1989. 
Call No: NC107 .A4 W4 
 
Wilmerding, John and Kathleen A. Foster. 
American Art in the Princeton University Art 
Museum. Volume I: Drawings and Watercolors. 
Princeton: Princeton University Art Museum, 
2004. 
Call No: N6505 .P75 2004 v. 1 
 
Individual Artists 
Albert Bloch 
Adams, Henry; Margaret C. Conrads, and 
Annegret Hoberg. Albert Bloch: The American Blue 
Rider. Munich: Prestel, 1997. 
Call No: BLOCH ND237 .B633 A4 1997 
 
Charles Burchfield 
Baigell, Mattthew. Charles Burchfield. New York: 
Watson-Guptill Publications, 1976. 
Call No: N44 B846 .B34 1976 
 
Burlingham, Cynthia. Heat Waves in a Swamp: The 
Paintings of Charles Burchfield. Los Angeles: 
Hammer Museum; Munich, New York: 
DelMonico Books/Prestel, 2009. 
Call No: N6537 .B86 A4 2009 
  
Clarence Holbrook Carter 
Trapp, Frank. Clarence Holbrook Carter. New 
York: Rizzoli, 1989. 
Call No: N44 C443c .T72 1989 
 

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/amdr2/hd_amdr2.htm
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/amdr2/hd_amdr2.htm
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Sam Francis 
Agee, William C. Sam Francis: Paintings, 1947–
1990. Los Angeles: Museum of Contemporary 
Art, 1999. 
Call No: FRANCIS ND237 .F67 A4 1998 
 
Agee, William C. Sam Francis: Paintings & Works 
on Paper from the 1950s. New York: Lawrence 
Rubin, Greenberg Van Doren Fine Art, 1999. 
Call No: FRANCIS N6537 .F718 A4 1999 
 
Morris Graves 
Kass, Ray. Morris Graves: Vision of the Inner Eye. 
New York: Braziller, in association with the 
Phillips Collection, Washington, DC, 1983. 
Call No: GRAVES N6537 .G688 A4 1983 
 
William Stanley Haseltine 
Simpson, Marc. Expressions of Place: The Art of 
William Stanley Haseltine. San Francisco: Fine 
Arts Museums of San Francisco, 1992. 
Call No: HASELTINE ND237 .H344 A4 1992 
 
Childe Hassam 
Adelson, Warren; Jay E. Cantor, and William H. 
Gerdts. Childe Hassam: Impressionist. New York: 
Abbeville Press, 1999. 
Call No: HASSAM ND237 .H345 A4 1999 
 
Weinberg, H. Barbara. Childe Hassam: American 
Impressionist. New York: Metropolitan Museum 
of Art; New Haven: Yale University Press, 2004. 
Call No: HASSAM N6537 .H367 A4 2004 
 
Winslow Homer 
Junker, Patricia and Sarah Burns. Winslow Homer: 
Artist and Angler. Fort Worth: Amon Carter 
Museum; San Francisco: Fine Arts Museums of 
San Francisco, 2002. 
Call No: HOMER ND237 .H7 J86 2002 
 
Tedeschi, Martha. Watercolors by Winslow Homer: 
The Color of Light. Chicago: The Art Institute of 
Chicago, 2008. 
Call No: HOMER ND237 .H7 A4 2008 
 
Unger, Miles. The Watercolors of Winslow Homer. 
New York; London: W.W. Norton and 
Company, 2001. 
Call No: HOMER ND1839 .H6 W54 2001 

Edward Hopper 
Mecklenburg, Virginia M. Edward Hopper:  
The Watercolors. New York: W.W. Norton; 
Washington: National Museum of American 
Art, 1999. 
Call No: HOPPER ND1839 .H63 A4 1999 
 
Salantino, Kevin. Edward Hopper’s Maine. 
Brunswick: Bowdoin College Museum of Art, 
2011. 
Call No: HOPPER ND1839 .H63 A4 2011 
 
Troyen, Carol, et al. Edward Hopper.  
Boston: MFA Publications, 2007. 
Call No: HOPPER N6537 .H6 A4 2007 
 
Oscar Howe 
Dockstader, Frederick J. Oscar Howe: A 
Retrospective Exhibition. Tusla: Thomas  
Gilcrease Museum Association, 1982. 
Call No: N44 H693o .D62 1982 
 
Frederic James 
Goheen. Helen R.; Henry Adams. Frederic James, 
1915–1985: A Painter from Kansas City. Kansas 
City: The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 1986. 
Call No: READING ROOM N582 .K31 1986 
no. 5 
 
James, Frederic. Frederick James: The Early Years, 
1935–1955. Kansas City: Thomas McCormick 
Works of Art, 1992. 
Call No: JAMES N6537 .J35 J35 1992 
 
William H. Johnson 
Gionis, Teresa G., ed. William H. Johnson: An 
American Modern. Washington: Smithsonian 
Institution Traveling Exhibition Service 
(SITES); Baltimore: James E Lewis Museum of 
Art, Morgan State University, 2011. 
Call No: JOHNSON ND237 .J73 A4 2011 
 
 
Powell, Richard J. Homecoming: The Art and Life of 
William H. Johnson. Washington: National 
Museum of American Art, Smithsonian 
Institution; New York: Rizzoli, 1991. 
Call No: N44 J637w .P68 1991 
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John La Farge 
Adams, Henry, et al. John La Farge. New York: 
Abbeville Press, 1987. 
Call No: N44 L232 .A64 1987 
 
Yarnall, James L. John La Farge: Watercolors and 
Drawings. Yonkers: Hudson River Museum, 
1990. 
Call No: N44 L232 NC.Y37 1990 
 
Yarnall, James L. Nature Vivante: The Still Lifes of 
John La Farge. New York: The Jordan-Volpe 
Gallery, 1995. 
Call No: LA FARGE ND237 .L2 A4 1995 
 
Jacob Lawrence 
Nesbett, Peter T. and Michelle DuBois, eds. 
Over the Line: The Art and Life of Jacob Lawrence. 
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2000. 
Call No: LAWRENCE ND237 .L29 O94 2000 
 
John Marin 
Tedeschi, Martha. John Marin’s Watercolors: A 
Medium for Modernism. Chicago: Art Institute of 
Chicago, 2010. 
Call No: MARIN ND1839 .M37 A4 2010 
 
Reginald Marsh 
Berman, Avis and William Benton. Reginald 
Marsh’s New York. New York: DC Moore 
Gallery, 1996. 
Call No: MARSH N6537 .M377 A4 1996 
 
Henry Roderick Newman 
Royal W. Leith. A Quiet Devotion: The Life and 
Work of Henry Roderick Newman. New York: 
Jordan-Volpe Gallery, 1996. 
Call No: NEWMAN ND237 .N477 A4 1996 
 
Maurice Prendergast 
Mathews, Nancy Mowll. The Art of Leisure: 
Maurice Prendergast in the Williams College Museum 
of Art. Williamstown: Williams College Museum 
of Art, 1999. 
Call No: PRENDERGAST N6537 .P736 A4 
1999 
 
 
 
 

 
Mathews, Nancy Mowll. Prendergast in Italy. 
Williamstown: Williams College Museum of Art, 
2009. 
Call No: PRENDERGAST MAURICE N6537 
.P736 A4 2009 
 
Wattenmaker, Richard J. Maurice Prendergast. 
New York: Harry N. Abrams, Inc. Publishers in 
association with The National Museum of 
American Art, Smithsonian Institution, 1994. 
Call No: PRENDERGAST N6537 .P736 W38 
1994  
 
Birger Sandzén 
Lindquist, Emory. Birger Sandzén: An Illustrated 
Biography. Lawrence: Published for The Birger 
Sandzén Memorial Foundation by the 
University Press of Kansas, 1993. 
Call No: SANDZEN N6537 .S317 L56 1993 
 
John Singer Sargent 
Herdrich, Stephanie L. and H. Barbara 
Weinberg. American Drawings and Watercolors in 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art: John Singer Sargent. 
New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2000. 
Call No: SARGENT N6537 .S32 A4 2000 
 
Hirshler, Erica E. and Teresa A. Carbone.  
John Singer Sargent Watercolors. Boston: MFA 
Publications; Brooklyn: Brooklyn Museum 
2012. 
Call No: SARGENT ND1839 .S3 A4 2012 
 
Little, Carl. The Watercolors of John Singer Sargent. 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999. 
Call No: SARGENT ND1839 .S32 L58 1999 
 
Andrew Wyeth 
Hoving, Thomas. Andrew Wyeth: Autobiography. 
Boston: Little, Brown; Kansas City: In 
association with The Nelson-Atkins Museum of 
Art, 1995. 
Call No: WYETH ND237 .W93 A2 1995 
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Strickler, Susan. Andrew Wyeth: Early Watercolors. 
Manchester: Currier Museum of Art, 2004. 
Call No: WYETH ND1839 .W9 A4 2004 
 
Venn, Beth and Adam D. Weinberg. Unknown 
Terrain: The Landscapes of Andrew Wyeth. New 
York: Whitney Museum of American Art, 1998. 
Call No: WYETH ND1839 .W9 A4 1998 
 
History of Watercolor in Britain 
Barker, Elizabeth E. “Watercolor Painting in 
Britain, 1750–1850.” In Heilbrunn Timeline of Art 
History. New York: The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, 2000–. Accessed April 6, 2016. 
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/bwtr/h
d_bwtr.htm 
 
Chazen Museum of Art, University of 
Wisconsin. “The Golden Age of British 
Watercolors, 1790–1910.” Accessed April 13, 
2016. 
http://arthistory.wisc.edu/exhibitions/victorian
-watercolors/index.html 
 
Finch, Christopher. Nineteenth-Century Watercolors. 
New York: Abbeville Press, 1991. 
Call No: ND1797 .F56 1991 
 
Reynolds, Graham. Watercolours: A Concise 
History. London: Thames and Hudson, 1971. 
Call No: ND1760 .R4 1971 
 
Shanes, Eric. The Golden Age of Watercolours. 
London: Merrell, 2001. 
Call No: ND1928 .S437 2001 
 
Stainton, Lindsay. Nature Into Art: English 
Landscape Watercolours. London: Published by 
British Museum Press in association with The 
North Carolina Museum of Art, 1991. 
Call No: ND1928 .B74 1991 
 
“Watercolor painting.” New World 
Encyclopedia . 11 Aug 2013. Accessed April 13, 
2016. 
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/p/inde
x.php?title=Watercolor_painting&oldid=97234
2 
 

Wilton, Andrew and Anne Lyles. The Great Age 
of British Watercolours, 1750–1880. Munich: 
Prestel-Verlag, 1993. 
Call No: ND1928 .W584 A4 1993 
 
Watercolor Technique 
Quiller, Stephen. Color Choices: Making Color Sense 
Out of Color Theory. New York: Watson-Guptill; 
Garsington: Windsor, 2002. 
Call No: ND1490 .Q54 C64 2002 
 
Maiotti, Ettore. The Watercolor Handbook: 
Learning from the Masters. New York: Clarkson N. 
Potter, 1985. 
Call No: Educator Resource Center, 952B 
Mai985 
 
Image Credit 
Edward Hopper, American (1882-1967). The Dory, 
1929. Watercolor and opaque watercolor over 
graphite on paper, 13 7/8 x 20 1/16 inches. Gift 
of Mrs. Louis Sosland, F77-36/3. 
 
Explore More…  
Search the library’s collections at 
libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org  
Ask Us… 
Spencer Art Reference Library Staff can help  
nelson-atkins.org/library 
      SpencerArtReferenceLibrary 
 

 

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/bwtr/hd_bwtr.htm
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/bwtr/hd_bwtr.htm
http://arthistory.wisc.edu/exhibitions/victorian-watercolors/index.html
http://arthistory.wisc.edu/exhibitions/victorian-watercolors/index.html
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/p/index.php?title=Watercolor_painting&oldid=972342
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/p/index.php?title=Watercolor_painting&oldid=972342
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/p/index.php?title=Watercolor_painting&oldid=972342
https://www.facebook.com/nelsonatkins

