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Library Guide  
Rising Up: Hale Woodruff’s Murals at Talladega College 
 
Resource List | September 2015 
 

 
          The Mutiny on the Amistad, 1939 

Hale Woodruff was an African-American artist and muralist. He is most well-known for his mural series at 
Savery Library at Talladega College, which he painted between 1939 and 1942. In this bibliography, we 
have included a selection of books about Woodruff, African-American Art, and titles on American mural 
painting in general. The items are in the collection of the Spencer Art Reference Library, unless otherwise 
noted. 
 

If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library (telephone: 

816.751.1216).  Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at www.nelson-atkins.org  

 
Selected by:  
Roberta Wagener | Library Assistant, Public Services 
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Worked. New York: Rizzoli, 2009. 
Call No: N8838 .K45 2009 
 
Marling, Karal Ann. Wall-to-Wall America: Post 
Office Murals in the Great Depression. Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press, 1982. 
Call No: ND2608 .M3 1982 
 
Mecklenburg, Virginia. The Public As Patron: A 
History of the Treasury Department Mural Program, 
Illustrated with Paintings from the Collection of the 
University of Maryland Art Gallery. College Park: 
University of Maryland, Department of Art, 
1979. 
Call No: ND2608 .M42 
 
Miller, Angela L. American Encounters: Art, 
History, and Cultural Identity. Upper Saddle River: 
Pearson Education, 2008. 
Call No: N6505 .M55 2008 
 
Missouri State Museum. Missouri State Capital 
Murals, 1917–1928. Jefferson City: Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources, Missouri 
State Museum; Columbia: University of 
Missouri-Columbia, Museum of Art and 
Archaeology, 1989. 
Call No: ND2608 .M54 1989 
 
Motian-Meadows, Mary and Georgia Garnsey. 
The Murals of Colorado: Walls that Speak. Boulder: 
Johnson Books, 2012. 
Call No: ND2635 .C6 M68 2012 
 
Painting America: Mural Art in the New Deal Era, 
March 2 to April 8, 1988, Midtown Galleries. New 
York: Midtown Galleries in association with 
Janet Marqusee Fine Arts, 1988. 
Call No: ND2608 .M52 1988 
 
Palmer-Smith, Glenn, Joshua McHugh and 
Graydon Carter. Murals of New York City: The 
Best of New York’s Public Paintings from Bemelmans 
to Parrish. New York: Rizzoli, 2013. 
Call No: ND2638 .N4 P35 2013 
 
 

Parisi, Philip. The Texas Post Office Murals: Art for 
the People. College Station: Texas A&M 
University Press, 2004. 
Call No: ND2635 .T4 P37 2004 
 
Phagan, Patricia. For the People: American Mural 
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History Painting in the 1930s,” in Burnham, 
Patricia M. and Lucretia Hoover Giese, 
Redefining American History Painting. Cambridge; 
New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 
Call No: ND1441 .R43 1995 
 
Van Hook, Bailey. The Virgin & The Dynamo: 
Public Murals in American Architecture, 1893–1917. 
Athens: Ohio University Press, 2003. 
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Explore More…  
Search the library’s collections at 
libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org  
Ask Us… 
Spencer Art Reference Library Staff can help  
nelson-atkins.org/library  

      SpencerArtReferenceLibrary 
 
Image Credit 
Hale Aspacio Woodruff (American, 1900-1980), 
The Mutiny on the Amistad, 1939, oil on canvas, 72 
x 120 inches. Collection of Talladega College, 
Talladega, Alabama.© Talladega College.  
Photo: Peter Harholdt 
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